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There is a timeliness in the Rev. Dr. George Dana 
Boardman’s article on the Massacre of the Inno- 
cents, in connection with the study of the gospel 
story of Jesus, with which the new year begins. 





A full index of the contents of The Sunday 
School Times for 1880 has been prepared; and it 
will be sent without charge to any subscriber who 
will make application for it to the publisher. It is in 
a four-page sheet, in shape for binding. 


As one of the regular services of the church, the 
Sunday-school ought always to be announced from 
the pulpit with the other church services for the 
week. If it be said that its hour of meeting is well 
understood by all, why should not the same be said 
of the regular Sunday-evening service, or of the mid- 
week prayer-meeting? So long as social Bible study 
is a people’s duty, calling attention to the time and 
place of such study is a pastor's + } Gay. 

Being good is quite as important as doing good ; 
and it i8 more apt to be forgotten or undervalued in 
Christian exhortation and experience. There is no 
reason for separating the two things; they belong 
together. Ifa man is good he will want to do good: 
he can't help doing it. But a man may—many a 
man does—think that there is such a thing as doing 
good, being active in good works of one sort and 
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another, without regard to his personal life and char- 
acter. This is a great mistake. No man has a 
right to feel that he is worth much as a Sunday. 
school superintendent or a prayer-meeting leader if 
he is not an honored example of the sweetness and 
power of Christianity in his family circle. Unless 
he preaches Christ all the week at home, he cannot 
preach Christ once a week away from home. 


How easy it is to see the sins of other people. Even 
a child can do that. A Boston Sunday-chool super- 
intendent tell us of an experience of his, in proof of 
this truth. One Sunday he found in his school a 
class of urchins recently gathered in from the street, 
without a teacher for the day; so he took them in 


,| hand. He came right down to first principles, and 


talked of sin and salvation, One of his pointed 
questions was, “Is there any sinner in this class?” 
Instantly the answer came from one of the brightest 
of the boys, who pointed to another boy, at the end 
of the seat, and said, “ Yes, that feller down there.” 
That boy was more outspoken than he would have 
been if he had been longer in the school; but his 
mode of judging was much that of those long under 
Christian training. There is no sorrow like our sor- 
row ; and no sin like—* that feller’s down there.” 


There are very few people who want to act inde- 
pendently in this world. Most of them prefer to 
follow with the crowd ; and to go just as fast or just 
as slow as others go. This is shown in the move- 
ments of the busiest crowd on any of our city streets 
in the busiest season, as well as everywhere else at all 
times. Even in the week before Christmas, when 
the Philadelphia streets were thronged with pur- 
chasers anxious to finish their shopping before the 
last day of grace, one leisurely going couple, taking 
their own time and choosing their own gait, would 
hold back the surging throng behind, so that some- 
times a third of a block in front of them would be 
almost vacant of pedestrians. It didn’t seem to enter 
the mind of the average person crowding up behind 
these two, to decide for himself how fast he should 
go, and then go at that rate, by passing those who 
lagged back. Any one who wants to lead in this 
world will find enough who are ready to follow ; for 
most persons would rather follow than lead. 


After all, there is no book but the Bible to give 
us real knowledge or real comfort concerning the 
things of God. The relative value of other writings 
on spiritual themes is according to their power in 
bringing us back to the sure word of God for in- 
struction and cheer on the points at issue. If we 
put any dependence on uninspired words about 
matters of which the Bible treats, we misuse them. 
Their value to us depends on their not being over- 
valued. They can be used to advantage only when 
we do not look at them as trustworthy. When 
Boswell asked Dr. Johnson what harm there was in 
conjecture about the employments of heaven, the 
gruff old sage replied. “Sir, there is no harm. 
What philosophy suggests to us on this topic is 
probable: what Scripture tells us is certain. Dr. 
Henry More has carried it as far as philosophy can. 
You may buy both his theological and philosophical 
works, in two volumes folio, for about eight shil- 


it | are they? 





All that the wisdom of this world tells us about the 
future life is worth about “eight shillings.” That 
which God has disclosed to us in his book is of such 
value than when a man realizes its worth, for joy 
thereof he goeth and selleth all that he hath, and 
buyeth that knowledge. 





There are three things which are efficiently pro- 
moted by the Sunday-school : home religious instruc- 
tion, church‘attendance, and common-school teaching. 
If it were not for the Sunday-school there would be 
little of religious teaching in the family, little of 
church attendance by children, and little of popular 
week-day school teaching the world over. A glance 
at the historical record in these lines ‘would convince 
any fair mind that the Sunday-school has been the 
forerunner, in every part of Christendom, of a re- 
newed and enlarged interest in these three depart- 
ments of good work for the young. Concerning 
family religion and church attendance this is obvious 
—notwithstanding the occasional moan of chronic 
croakers. As to common-school teaching, it is not so 
apparent—but none the less real. In Germany and 
in Scotland, as in early New England, the public- 
school system was an outgrowth of an attempt to 
provide religious teaching for the young by the state, 
or by the state-church. In England the common- 
school system has plainly followed in the wake of 
the Sunday-school. At a recent meeting of the 
London School Board the question came up as to 
allowing the use of the school buildings for Sunday- 
schools. In the course of the discussion one member 
of the Board said: “ As the Sunday-school system 
was the precursor and inaugurator of the School 
Board system, he felt they were bound in all loyalty 
to give every help they could to the Sunday-school 
movement.” And what was said by him concerning 
London could truthfully be said of many another 
region. The incidental advantages of Sunday- 
schools to the community are little thought of by 
those who owe most to them. 





FORGETTING, AND NOT FORGETTING. 


There is a duty of forgetting, and a duty of not 
forgetting ; and one of these duties is quite as impor- 
tant as the other—each in its own place ; for every 
duty is of supreme importance in its season. Unless 
we forget what we ought not to remember, and 
remember what we ought not to forget, we can 
neither have happiness nor be of real service in the 
world. It is important, then, for us to know the 
lines which separate the things to be remembered 
from the things which are to be forgotten. What 
That is a good question for the opening 
year. : 
“God hath made me forget all my toil, and all 
my father’s house,” said Joseph in Egypt, out of a 
glad and gratcful heart. “Take heed to thyself,” 
said Moses, “and keep thy soul diligently, lest thou 
forget the things which thine eyes have seen, and 
lest they depart from thy heart all the days of thy 
life.” “This one thing I do,” said Paul in his 
Christian devotedness, “ forgetting those things which 
are behind, . . . I press toward the mark.” “ Bless 
the Lord, O my soul,” says David, “and forget not 
all his benefits.” And so the calls to forget and not 


lings.” And that was a good statement of the case. | to forget, to remember and not to remember, siand 
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out over against each other all the Bible through. 
What are the limitations to wise forgetting and wise 
remembering ? 

Outside of the Bible, the same paradox concern- 
ing the joys of forgetting and not forgetting is con- 
tinually reappearing in the words of those who have 
thought and sung of the heart in its profounder ex- 
periences. It is Dante who declares that there is 

“ No greater grief than to remember days 
Of joy when misery is at hand.” 
And it is in echo of this refrain that Tennyson cries 
out against the proffer of memory’s aid in sorrow: 


“ Oomfort? comfort scorned of devils! this is truth the 
poet sings, 
That a sorrow’s crown of sorrow is remembering 
happier things. 
Drug thy memories lest thou learn it, lest thy heart 
be put to proof, 
In the dead unhappy night, and when the rain is on 
the roof.” 
Yet again that same Tennyson sings more tenderly ; 


“T hold it true, whate’er befall ; 
I feel it}when I sorrow most : 
’ Tis better to have loved and lost 
Than never to have loved at all.” 
And so the sweet-toned Montgomery’s strain is, at 
one time, sadly : 
“ Night is the time to weep ; 
To wet with unseen tears 
Those graves of memory, where sleep 
The joys of other years,” 
At another time his gladder note sounds out : 


“ Bliss in possession will not last; 
Remembered joys are never past.” 
And so through all the poets. Where is the truth 
in this paradox? 

One thing is certain, causes of gratitude ought 
never to be forgotten. Those who have loved us, 
those who have befriended us, those who have done 
us willing service, should be borne in our hearts 
gratefully so long as memory has an existence. And 
the words and deeds of kindness which were the 
original cause of our gratitude ought to be held in 
ever fresh remembrance in spite of all changes of 
circumstance or of relations. In times of absence 
or of estrangement, and even after there have been 
unkindnesees and strifes between those who were once 
dear to each other, that which demanded gratitude 
in its time should have prominence in the thoughts 
of those who were its objects and recipients. How 
this would soften the asperities of broken friendships, 
diminish the sense of injury to those who had been 
brooding over their wrongs, and tend to bring 
together again in affection and trust those who were 
believing they had nothing in common, and no reason 
to value and enjoy each other! To remember our 
causes for gratitude is to make us renewedly grate- 
ful; and a grateful heart can never be wholly unlov- 
ing, or really unhappy. This it was that made Moses 
and David call on God's people not to forget the 
Lord’s benefits—the Lord’s dealings with them in all 
the way in which they had been led by him. 

It is equally certain that no cause of bitterness 
ought to be held in the memory. Forgetfulness of 
an injury—forgetfulness of it as an injury—is an 
essential element of forgiveness of an injury. There 
is no forgiveness without forgetfulness. That which 
is forgiven is forgotten. Even God does not remem- 
ber a forgiven sin. He says so. And there is no 
forgiveness for us except as we exercise forgiveness 
toward others. Hence if we hold in mind the 
injuries we have received from our fellows, we are 
not only unforgiving but we are unforgiven. It 
was when Joseph was enabled to forgive and forget 
the injuries he had endured at the hands of his 
brethren, that he could thank ‘God so heartily for 
enabling him to forget. 

The things to be forgotten are all those things 
with which we have properly no concern. The 
wrongs that others have done to us we are in no 
way responsible for. It would be both a sin and a 
foily for us to worry or to brood over them. The 





best use we can make of such things is to forget 
them wholly. So with our blunders and our sins of 
the past. If there is nothing for us to do about 
them, they ought to be out of our mind at once and 
entirely. If the blunders are those which can be 
corrected, that is one thing. The correction of them 
will put them in oblivion. If they cannot be cor- 
rected, there is no possible gain in keeping them in 


memory. Our sins when forgiven are not to be 
remembered by God. Why should we be thinking 
of them? Memory is made a curse when it is suf- 


fered to dwell on that which ought to be forgotten. 
It is in the wise forgetting of those things which are 
behind, and which ought to be left there, that the 
faithful disciple of Jesus shows and gains his power 
for present and future service. 

The things to be remembered are all those things 
which deserve a place in our hearts as a cause of 
gratitude, as a means of encouragement, or as an 
incitement to increased and ennobled endeavor. The 
love that has been given us, the help and cheer 
which we have met by the way, the strength which 
has been ours in times of endurance and privation, 
and the yet unfulfilled promises on which we are to 
rest in our further struggles and needs,—are to be 
held fresh in our memory, and to be made available 
for good to us in our characters and in our life- 
course. It is the not forgetting those things which 
are worthiest of his remembrance which keeps the 
heart of the Christian believer soft and warm, and 
his head and hand firm and steady in all the vicissi- 
tudes of his anxious earthly career. 

Standing at the entrance of a new year, the duty 
of forgetting is upon us; so is the duty of not for- 
getting. On our wise discharge of these duties de- 
pend our personal enjoyment and usefulness, and 
our relations to all our fellows and to our God. 
What ought we to forget out of the year, and the 
years that have gone? What in our own career, 
or what in our intercourse with our friends and 
relatives, would better never be thought of again? 
Whatever it be, let it pass into oblivion now. What 
ought we to bear in memory gratefully? What 
words and ways of those whom we love, or whom we 
thought we loved, are worthiest of tender recollec- 
tion? What of our experiences, what of God’s 
dealings with us, what of God’s promises to us, are 
suited to give us inspiration and cheer in the work 
yet before us in life? Whatever it be, let us cherish 
its memory sacredly ! 

Lord, teach us what not to forget, und enable us 
to remember it! Lord, show us what we ought not 
to remember, and enable us to forget it! 


HELPS FOR THE LESSONS IN LUKE. 


Now that the Sunday-school lessons are again in 
Luke’s Gospel, the question is asked by many teach- 
ers and scholars, What special helps to the study of 
these lessons are to be recommended? A series of 
fitting helps includes commentaries, works illustrative 
of Bible manners and customs, and some popular life 
of Jesus. We are glad to name a few of these, 
from which a choice might well be made by those of 
our readers who are not yet well supplied. 

For comments of a homiletical and practical sort, 
there is nothing better than old Matthew Henry and 
the Gnomon of Bengel. Bengel sticks closer to the 
text than Henry, but, while more critical, is quite 
as pithy, and more compressed. Of critical com- 
mentaries, Meyer is the prince of them all. The 
volumes containing Luke are now to be hadin English 
for six dollars. The volume of The Speaker’s Com- 
mentary which includes Matthew, Mark, and 
Luke, is also of great value both to the average 
scholar and the more advanced student; and it is 
scarcely surpassed in that respect by anything writ- 
ten originally in English. This can be had for five 
dollars. Lange ought also to be mentioned ; but it 
is a storehouse of material the selection from which 
requires skill and judgment. The volume which 
includes Mark and Luke costs five dollars. The 
Variorum Bible, of Eyre and Spottiswoode, irre- 





spective of the helps for teachers now bound up with 
it, is an exceedingly valuable and compressed criti- 
cal commentary, though it requires no little study to 
master its abbreviations and other machinery, so as 
to be able to use it. In its cheaper binding its cost 
is five dollars, 

Of the commentaries which can strictly be called 
popular, the one which on the whole is to be recom- 
mended most highly is Schaff’s new Popular Com- 
mentary, of which the first New Testament volume, 
comprising Matthew, Mark and Luke, was edited by 
the Rev. Dr. M. B. Riddle. In addition to its other 
excellencies, it stands first of all commentaries in the 
matter of pictorial illustration. The command 
which it gives the reader over the “ fifth Gospel,” or 
the land of Jesus, is far greater than can be had in 
any other popular commentary. This book costs six 
dollars a volume; but the first volume will be of use 
in the International lessons for two years. The 
same advantage applies to the corresponding volumes 
of Lange, and of The Speaker’s Commentary. The 
Cambridge Bible for Schools, commended, in most of 
its volumes, by The Sunday School Times, is not at 
its best in the volume containing Luke ; yet those 
who are attached to Canon Farrar and his way of 
putting things, will not find him weakest in this 
volume—of which he is the author. ‘his commentary 
is popular, and appears under the general editing of 
Dean Perowne. The Handy Commentary, edited by 
Bishop Ellicott, has an excellent volume on Luke, 
by the Rev. Dr. Plumptre. Both of the last two 
have the merit of cheapness. The Bible Reader's 
Commentary, by the Rev. Dr. J. G. Butler, is also 
valuable for the popular reader. It is eclectic in its 
mode of composition or compilation, and thus gives 
a range of view more extensive than is apt to be 
possessed by one writer alone. 

Of the many modern lives of our Lord, the four 
that would have precedence among American read- 
ers are Farrar’s, Geikie’s, Hanna’s and Andrews’s. 
Farrar’s exceeds in graphic style and rhetorical finish, 
while it does not lack in suggestive conjectures. It 
helps a reader to see the events and incidents with 
which it deals—as the writer sees them. Geikie is 
more careful and accurate, and he makes clear many 
points which require the aid of a painstaking worker 
like himself. Hanna is simpler and more compact 
than Farrar and Geikie, and his spirit is devotional. 
Andrews takes the lead of allin hischronology. His 
examination of disputed points in the time and order 
of events in our Lord’s life-story renders important 
aid to all who are interested in such matters. 

For sources of light with respect to Luke himself 
and the place of his Gospel among the four, very 
convenient and instructive is the Rev. D. 8. Greg- 
ory’s Why Four Gospels. For a picture of the 
world, and the age, and the life,—all of which have 
a bearing on the understanding of Luke,—the first of 
De Pressense’s series The Early Years of Christian- 
ity or the one entitled The Apostolic Era, is to be 
recommended.. Dr. Godet’s Studies in the Gospels is 
a work full of suggestiveness as well as information ; 
but its historical statements respecting the crigin of 
the several Gospels needs to be supplemented by 
some such work as Tischendorf’s When Were Our 
Gospels Written ? 

For a picture of life in Palestine in the time of 
Christ, such as will give a clearer view of Luke’s 
really life-like style, nothing better can be consulted 
than the two books of Dr. Edersheim, The Temple : 
its Ministry at the Time of Jesus Christ, and Sketches 
of Jewish Social Life in the Days of Christ. The 
cost of these is about two dollars and a half each. 
For a picture of the land itself, there is nothing like 
Dr. Thomson’s The Land and the Book; the old two- 
volume edition, not the new one, though the latter has 
unsurpassed pictorial illustration. With these at 
hand, the ordinary reader will soon be able to see the 
truth, if not the force, of Renan’s statement that the 
Gospel of Luke is “ the most beautiful book in exist- 
ence.” 

There are several volumes of helps on the lessons 
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of the International series for 1881 which are worthy 
of mention just here. The Rev. Drs. M. B. Riddle 
and John E. Todd have prepared such a volume 
annually for several years past. Their work is 
admirable—the best original commentary on the 
lessons for the entire year. The Rev. Dr. John H. 
Vincent and the Rev. J. L. Hurlbut issue a similar 
volume of eclectic notes on the lessons of the year, 
with accompanying teaching hints. It is a valuable 
compend. The Rev. F. A. Peloubet also sends out 
a similar eclectic volume each year. It is well 
arranged, and contains much that is helpful to the 
average teacher in both the study and use of the 
lessons. The cost of these volumes is a dollar and a 
quarter each. Then there are the Sermons by the 
Monday Club, a volume of practical treatises on the 
lesson themes. These are unique in their field. 

We have not given the names of the publishers of 
the books mentioned, nor have we given the price, 
where there are various editions of the same work. 
If our readers wish information on these points, they 
can apply to any of the denominational publishing 
houses, or to any well-known dealer in religious 
books.. We hope that no reader will attempt to use 
all the works to which we have called attention. 


NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


It is one thing to take advice; it is quite another 
thing to follow it. Taking kindly advice is always a 
duty ; following advice may be right, and it may be 
wrong. We welcome all advice concerning the form and 
matter, as well as concerning the spirit and conduct of 
our pages. Sometimes we follow this adVice, and again 
we donot. Just now there comes to us from an Ohio 
reader a bit of advice which has been given to us over 
and over again, and which we always welcome because of 
the unintended compliment which it includes ; but which 
we do not propose to follow. Our subscriber writes : 

You can add to the permanent value of The Sunday School 
Times by printing valuable articles all on one page; or where 
they overrun on opposite pages, rather than on the reverse of 
the same leaf. It seems as if this would be of little trouble. 
Probably hundreds of your subscribers cannot afford to keep 
the files. I preserve the lesson pages, and, as far as possible, I 
save the best articles in scrap-books. The Times gives me 
more annoyance in the direction indicated than any other one 
of my papers. 


Now that seems a very simple and a fair request. But the 
first question that suggests itself to the Editor on reading it 
is, Which are the really “valuable articles ’—the “‘ best 
articles’’—in The Sunday School Times? He might per- 
haps be inclined to say—he certainly would if he were 
like the boastfully modest editor of some of the good old 
family religious newspapers—that his own articles were 
the really valuable articles—the best ones in the paper. 
But just there some of the regular contributors to, and 
some of the readers of, The Sunday School Times might 
disagree with him. Even the Ohio correspondent might 
include some other than purely editorial contributions in 
the list of “valuable articles.” And so it would be at 
every step. One thing is certain: if any mortal could 
ever put paste on the face of a single article in the col- 
umns of The Sunday School Times without thereby 
defacing the very article which was counted by some 
readers of the paper as the most “ valuable” article in 
that issue—the “ best” article—that fact would prove the 
article to be out of place, its publication a blunder or a 
crime, and The Sunday School Times to have fallen from 
its professed standard of issue. It would even seem as if 
the Ohio man felt this, when he wrote: “‘ The Times gives 
me more annoyance in the direction indicated than any 
other one of my papers.”’ And The Times hopes to con- 
tinue in this line of annoyance so long as it has an exist- 
ence—and a right to exist. No, the only way out of this 
difficulty would be by printing the articles on one side of 
the paper only ; and perhaps it would be more convenient 
in that case to have it printed in slips, with the backs 
gummed for scrap-book pasting. As it is now, the valu- 
able articles—the “best articles” in the opinion of “hun- 
dreds of subscribers who cannot afford to keep files””—will 
always be on the other side from the page which the Ohio 
reader wants to have uppermost in his scrap-book. It | 
has occurred to a good many that, with the club rate of | 
The Sunday School Times bringing the cost of each 
paper at less than two cents, a duplicate copy of the 
paper can be obtained by those who want the “ best arti- 
cles” print-side out in their scrap-books. How does that 





idea strike in Ohio? 


OPEN IMMEDIATELY. 
BY MARGARET J. PRESTON. 


The certainest, surest thing I know, 
Whatever, what else, may yet befall 
Of blessing or bane, of weal or woe, 
Is the truth that is fatefullest far of all,— 
That the Master will knock at my door some night, 
And there, in the silence hushed and dim, 
Will wait for my coming with lamp alight, 
To open immediately to him. 


I wonder if I, at his tap, shall spring 
In eagerness up, and cross the floor 
With rapturous step, and freely fling, 
In the murk of the midnight, wide the door ? 
Or will there be work to be put away ? 
Or the taper, that burns too low, to trim? 
Or something that craves too much delay 
To open immediately to him? 


Or shall I with whitened fear grow dumb, 
The moment I hear the sudden knock, 

And startled to think he hath surely come, 
Shall falter and fail to find the lock,— 

And keep him so waiting, as I stand 
Irresolute, while my senses swim ? 

Instead of the bound with outstretched hand, 
To open immediately to him! 


If this is the only thing foretold 
Of all of my future,—then, I pray, 
That quietly watchful, I may hold 
The key of a golden faith each day 
Fast shut in my grasp, that when I hear 
His step, be it dawn or midnight dim, ® 
Straightway I may rise without a fear, 
And open immediately to him ! 





THE MASSACRE OF THE INNOCENTS. 
BY GEORGE DANA BOARDMAN, D.D. 


In few things is the immense advance of modern civili- 
zation more strikingly manifest than in the difference 
between the manner in which a deed of blood affects us, 
and the manner in which the same deed of blood would 
have affected our fathers. Lot a massacre, like Herod’s 
butchery of the babes of Bethlehem, be perpetrated in 
our day, the sickening details would be bulletined in 
every daily through the land, and all Christendom would 
for a moment quiver with horror. But such tragedies 
were so common in the centuries past, that the perpetra- 
tion of them excited little attention beyond the circle 
immediately involved. Go back to the age when Rome 
was mistress of the world, and the Cesar was master of 
Rome. What an age of arbitrary, irresponsible, abso- 
lute government; of imperial maim and dungeon, of 
secret strangulation and open massacre, of poison and 
cross! Look at Herod, at once tiger over Palestine and 
spaniel under Rome, wading through blood to his throne, 
inavgurating his reign with the massacre of the Savhe- 
drin, murdering his own sons Antipater, Aristobulus, and 
Alexander, and his own wife Mariamne: so that even 
the cold-blooded Augustus is said to have uttered, con- 
cerning him, the bitter witticism: ‘“ Better be Herod’s 
swine than Herod’s son;” and at last, if such a story 
can be true, commanding, on his death-bed, as his final 
order, that the principal Jews, whom he had shut up in 
the hippodrome of Jericho, should be massacred the 
moment he died, in order that there might be at least 
some mourners at his funeral. What, then, though no 
ancient chronicler except Matthew has told us of 
Bethlehem’s massacre? What was there so extraordinary 
in the killing of a few infants in the obscure hamlet of 
Bethlehem, and by such a notorious butcher and hyena 
as Herod, that should move Josephus, or any writer in 
that sanguinary period, to make special chronicle of it? 
The very silence here of contemporaneous history is in 
its way an awful testimony to the reign of barbarity and 
carnage. And if to-day a massacre, like that of Cawn- 
pore, or by the Indian Modoes, sends a thrill of horror 
throughout Christendom,—if the homicide of a drunken 
wretch in some obscure purlieu is gazetted the next 
morning in every journal from Newfoundland to Van- 
couver, and men talk of the awful depravity of the 
times, it is because Jesus Christ has been born into the 
world, and his ministers have preached the good tidings 
of his love and peace. 

And now let us go back for a moment to those dark 


'days. Herod—the foreign, heathen, crafty, unscrupulous 


despotic, bloodthirsty Herod—sits on the throne of 
David. But he knows that his session is most precari- 
ous. That throne he holds neither by right of inheri- 
tance, nor of election, nor even of consent; but by right 
of usurpation, brute force, and favor of capricious Czsar, 
That throne he knows may at any moment crumble be- 
neath him. Moreover, strange rumors are now in the 





air,—rumors of One who is to restore the throne to 
David’s line. Not alone from Jewish Simeons and 
Annas, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the 
redemption in Jerusalem, but also from blind and sor- 
rowful heathendom, come breathings for, and expectations 
of, a heaven-sent Deliverer who shall take earth’s king- 
doms to himself, and reign in universal and endless 
peace. Such utterances, passing from mouth to mouth, 
cause the Idumean usurper to tremble on his throne. 
And now, lo! from the far-off East come wayworn 
magian pilgrims, with the startling question, “ Where is 
he that is born King of the Jews?” and with the no less 
startling announcement, “ We have seen his star in the 
East, and we are come to worship him.” Oonsternation 
seizes Herod and his court. Son of Esau though he is, 
his relations with the sons of Jacob have made him 
somewhat familiar with their expectations of a Messiah, 
as based on the sayings of their own prophets. How 
suddenly he convoked the Sanhedrin, and inquired of 
them where they expected the Messiah would be born ; 
how promptly they replied, ‘“‘In Bethlehem of Judea;” 
how painstakingly he ascertained from the magians the 
exact time when the star appeared; how sanctimoniously 
he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “‘ Go and search out 
exactly concerning the young child, and when ye have 
found him, bring me word again, that I may go and wor- 
ship him also;” how joyously they departed, still guided 
by the strange star, till it suddenly rested over Bethle- 
hem’s cradle; how, entering the humble abode, they fell 
down before the Divine Babe, and, opening their treasures, 
presented their gifts,—gold and frankincense and myrrh ; 
how, about to report to Herod, a heaven-sent dream 
warned them of that danger, so that they departed to 
their own country by another way; how, the same night, 
an angel warned Joseph also in a dream, bidding him 
take the young child and his mother, and fly into Egypt; 
how obedient Joseph was to the heavenly vision, remain- 
ing in Egypt till Herod’s death,—all this is told us in 
the first fifteen verses of the second chapter of Matthew’s 
Gospel, a section of the Lord’s life to be inserted between 
the International lessons for January 30 and February 6. 
Meantime the anxious king, decrepit with age, emaciate 
with disease, furrowed with passion, chafes restlessly in 
his palace. Hour after hour he strains his vision south- 
ward to catch a glimpse of the returning magians: hour 
after hour creeps away, and no magians return, At 
length, surmising that they have in some way divined his 
purpose, he suddenly changes his policy of sanctimonious 
homage for a policy of massacre; for there is no rage 
like the rage of baffled hate. The hand that had not 
shrunk from the throat of sons and: wife surely may not 
shrink from crushing the new-born babes of strangers. 
And so, summoning his caitiffs, he gives his bloody 
order: ‘Go, slay all the male children that are in Beth- 
lehem and in all its borders, from two years old and 
under, according to the time which I have ascertained 
from the magians.” Thank God, Bethlehem was but a 
hamlet, and so the victims of Herod's butchery could 
have been but few in numbers. How the slaughter was 
effected I know not. It may have been by open assassina- 
tion, as when the Macdonalds fell in the Pass of Glencoe; 
or by secret destruction, as when death distilled at mid- 
night from the wings of the destroying angel. All I 
know is that every male infant in Bethlehem and its 
borders lay a motionless corpse. 

Then was fulfilled that which was spoken by Jeremiah 
the prophet, saying: “In Ramah was there a voice 
heard, lamentation and weeping and great mourning, 
Rachel weeping for her children, and would not be 
comforted, because they are not.”- Seventeen centuries 
before this massacre at Bethlehem, Jacob and his loved 
Rachel were journeying southward from Shechem. As 
they were approaching Ephratah,—the ancient name of 
Bethlehem—Rachel, in giving birth to Benjamin, died. 
7 -oni!” (Son of my sorrow) cried the anguished 
mother, and breathed her last. There, hard by Bethlehem, 
Jacob buried his beloved wife; there he reared a pillar 
over her grave; and there still stands a sepulchre to this 
day called Rachel’s Tomb. Eleven centuries glide away. 
The heel of the heathen invader treads triumphant and 
insolent over prostrate Israel. On the crests of Ramah, ten 
miles north of Bethlehem, and in the confines of Benja- 
min, stands a group of chained captives, Jeremiah him- 
self among the number. Mournfully their eyes are rest- 
ing for the last time on their holy and beautiful city, ere 
they go to hang their harps on the willows of Babylon. 
It is a picture of harrowing desolation. Suddenly from 
the south is borne to the poet-prophet’s ears the wailing 
of a woman’s sgony. It is the voice of Rachel, dead in 
her tomb a thousand years, stirred to a resurrection of 
s°rrow, as she sees her children borne to a hopeless exile. 
A voice is heard in Ramah, the wail of bitter weeping; 
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Rachel, weeping for her children, refuseth to be com- 
forted for her children, because they are not. Not the 
Florentine group of Niobe and her children, not the 
most exquisite figure in the literature of grief, equals 
the pathos of this Rachel dirge. Six more centuries roll 
away. In Bethlehem’s peaceful precincts lies another 
group of captives. Not stalwart men are they, mantling 
with shame as, with chain on wrist and ankle, they march 
to their distant exile. Li/tle infants they are, white and 
motionless, already in that captivity from which no 
exile returns, And again from Rachel’s tomb, now hard 
by, is heard the piercing shriek of a woman’s anguish. 
It is the voice of the incarnate spirit of motherly grief, 
voicing again the woes of ten thousand times ten thou- 
sand and thousands of thousards of mothers’ hearts, 
since the day when Eve kissed the white lips of her dead 
Abel. And so is fulfilled in the ears of poet-evangelist 
that Rachel-voice of lamentation and bitter weeping 
which more than half a millenium before had been heard 
in the ears of poet-prophet. But how is the voice of 
Rachel, heard in Bethlehem of Judea, the fulfillment of 
the voice of Rachel heard in Ramah of Benjamin?— 
fulfillment in sense of fullest embodiment and com- 
pletest consummation. To fulfill is to fill full, filling up 
and out, completing all hints of spaces and outlines, 
realizing all potentialities, sphering all segments, curves, 
and angles. In Jesus Christ all things do subsist. Him- 
self the centre of all things, himself is also the circum- 
ference of all things; successive events flowing in widen- 
ing circles, but in circles ever concentric. Being thus 
the centre and periphery of all things, all the past 
prophesies the Christ, even as all the future shall 
memorialize him. In him dwelleth all the fullness. 
And so around his craile have been fulfilled all capaci- 
ties of mother’s woe, as around his diadem shall be ful- 
filled all capacities of mother’s bliss. 

Such is the story of the massacre of Bethlehem, and 
such is the interpretation of prophet by evangelist. 

Surveying the story of the slaughter of the infants as 
a whole, we learn from it this impressive lesson: the 
futility of opposing Jesus Christ and his gospel. For 
Herod’s massacre was not the first or last instance of 
man’s underlaking to thwart the purpose of Almighty 
God. Fifteen centuries before, Pharaoh, alarmed at the 
growth of the Hebrews in Egypt, adopted, Herod-like, 
the policy of infanticide, ordering every male infant to 
be thrown into the Nile; with what abortive result the 
mejestic story of Moses testifies. And midway between 
Pharaoh and Herod, Athalia, daughter of the infamous 
Ahab and Jezebel of Samaria, and queen-consort of 
Judea, with all the appliances of two kingdoms at her 
back, determined, Herod-like, on the annihilation of the 
royal line of David; with what a signal failure, and 
awful disaster to herself, the thrilling story of Joash 
attests. How Herod’s satanic policy was foiled, and that 
Son of David, whom he sought to crush in his cradle, 
sprang up triumphant, and reigns to-day King of kings 
and Lord of lords, the homage done him by myriads on 
every Christmas and Easter sublimely attests, And so 
it has been ever since. In every age of the Christian 
church, kings of the earth have set themselves in battle 
array, and rulers have taken counsel together, against 
the Lord, and against his Anointed, saying: “ Let us 
bresk their bands asunder, and cast away their cords 
from us!” But in vain have they raged, in vain plotted. 
He who sitteth in the heavens hath laughed, the Lord 
hath had them in derision. From age to age all enginery 
of hate and destruction has been planted sgainst the 
Babe of Bethlehem; king and subject, Pagan and 
Moslem, unbeliever and bigot, have tried rack and dun- 
geon, fagot and cross, learning and elcquence, fist and 
brain. And from age to age have been blazoned on slab 
of king and subject, Pagan and Moslem, unbeliever and 
bigot, the words: ‘ They who sought the young Child’s 
life are dead, and the young Child liveth.” And so it 
shall ever be. No weapon that can ever be formed 
against him shall prosper. With every morning sun, 
the Root and Offspring of David, the bright and morn- 
ing star shall rise, stretching the rod of his strength out 
of Zion, ruling in the midst of his enemies, msking his 
foes his footstool, crushing kings in the day of his wrath, 
glittering with the dew of immortal youth from the 
womb of the morning. 


A SUPERINTENDENT WITH A HABIT; 
AND WHAT CAME OF IT. 


BY R. T. BONSALL, 

Habits are diverse,—good, bad, and indifferent. Some- 
times we have the habit; sometimes the habit has us. 
To eay that a superintendent had a habit is not, therefore, 
either condemnatory, nor commendatory, but depends 





altogether upon circumstances. The superintendent 
about whom this article tells never actually moved about 
anywhere, perhaps, but in the brain of the writer. How- 
ever, if, after reading about him, you think him a suffi- 
ciently worthy one to desire him over your school, I ean’t 
see any reason why there shouldn’t be “enough of him to 
go around,”’—one of him in each school. 

Once upon a time, a certain Sunday-school had a 
superintendent who had a peculiar habit of dotting down 
various kinds of things in a small memorandum book he 
always carried with him. I said he always carried it with 
him. Perhaps that’s putting it too strongly ; but certainly 
it is not much too strong, for he has often been seen to 
stop his plow for a few minutes, while he took out the 
aforesaid memorandum, and wrote down something in it. 

At the time we first know of him, he had just entered 
upon the duties pertaining to the superintendency. He 
succeeded an abler man; that is, intellectually abler, and 
consequently he felt very keenly his supposed unfitness 
for the office. However, he hadn’t sought the office, but 
his brethren had placed him there; so he resolved that 
he would make his new work a subject of prayer, and do 
the best he could. Another serious drawback to his effi- 
ciency, as he thought of it, was the fact that, being a man 
of very limited means, he found it necessary to work 
hard at his secular calling, ard he did not really see just 
how and when he could find time to give his new duties 
the consideration due to them. 

One day, while thinking about the matter, he was 
about yielding to discouragement, and the intention to 
resign his position, when an old proverb, “ Where there’s 
a will, there’s a way,” came into his mind, and set him to 
wondering whether, after all, he couldn’t find “a way” 
to do his work as superintendent properly. But as he 
thought a little more, discouragement came again, and 
said to him, “ Why, you’re foolish if you allow yourself 
to draw much comfort from that thought ; for, after al), 
‘Where there’s a will, there’s a way,’ is only a man’s 
proverb, and may not be true, or applicable to your case 
at all.” But quickly there c-me to his mind the words, 
“Commit thy ways unto the Lord, and he will direct thy 
path,” and other similar passages, which he knew were 
true, for they were God’s words. And just as Elijah 
went forty days and nights in the strength of the food 
which “ the angel of the Lord” gave him, so our super- 
intendent, relying upon God’s promises of help, went 
through his repeated terms of service. As we follow him 
in his course, we shall see whether his trust in God to 
help him was a case of ‘misplaced confidence,” or 
whether he made a success of it. 

Having incidentally referred to the memoranda he kept, 
let me now tell you about what it was. It consisted of a 
small pocket-memorandum book, and at the top of the 
pages, here and there through it, were written certain 
headings, under which, from time to time, he would make 
entries of helpful things he gathered. Listen, and I will 
read some of the headings to you: 

1. Things to be tried—and, if found good, adopted in 
our school. Under this heading, he would dot down any 
seemingly good plan about which he heard or read, that 
referred to teachers’ meetings, reviews, collection, roll of 
honor, usher, etc. 

2. Things to be changed,—when a better way is found. 
Under this heading, he would note any defect or hinder- 
ance to the school’s prosperity; as, for instance, manner 
of taking collection (now too small, or an interference 
with the lesson), O’s class of boys too unruly, lack of 
promptness on part of teachers, etc. 

8. Things to be avoided —Under this heading he would 
write such items as Jealousy Between Classes, Sacrificing 
Lessons to Singing, Too Much Levity, Entire Neglect ot 
Old Standard Hymns, etc. 

4, Things to be sought for—Under this division were 
recorded, A Larger Attendance of Children, Deeper Spir- 
ituality in the Services, Presence of the Older Members 
of the Church, More Thorough Preparation on the Part 
of the Teachers, etc. 

5. Things to ask God for.—Under this heading could 
have been found words like these: Greater Personal 
Loyalty to God’s Work, Wisdom to Rightly Direct the 
School, ete. 

6. Things to thank God for.—Upon this page were 
recorded : For Success Already Achieved, For Absence 
of Friction, For his Many and Grand Promises of 
Help, ete. 

One day, at the very beginning of his term of office,— 
in fact, it was the very session at the close of which he 
was clected to the cflice, and therefore before the former 
superintendent had retired from service,—an observant 
stranger on his travels remained in the village over Sun- 
day, and as his habit was, when the proper hour arrived, 
started out in his search for a Sunday-school. By the 





help of the ringing bell, he easily found his way, and on 
entering the school discovered that the opening exercises 
had just commenced. He kept his eyes and ears open,— 
visiting strangers generally do. He noticed the order— 
or rather disorder—of the school. He listened to the 
singing; some of it was pretty fair, but most of it sounded 
just like—well, no better than a harmonious discord, to 
say the best of it. The scholars were entirely too full of 
life to go to sleep; but the teachers were scarcely blam- 
able with the charge of keeping them awake. The visit- 
ing stranger remained until nearly time to close the 
session, but neither the superintendent nor any one else 
came to him to welcome him, and find out whether he 
was “an angel in disguise,” or a poor heathen who had 
come in seeking enlightenment. Before the time for dis- 
missal, he became disgusted, and, picking up his hat, left 
the house. True, it had been announced that there 
would be a preaching service at the close of the school 
session ; but he very naturally concluded that a church 
caring no better for its Sunday-school than they seemed 
to, wasn’t probably worth attending, so he went back to 
his hotel. The impression he gathered of that Sunday- 
school was that it was about the poorest one he had ever 
met with in his extensive travels. 

A year passed by. The beforementioned observant 
stranger was_again brought by his business duties to that 
same village. He had tried to plan it so that te would 
be over Sunday in some other town, where there was a 
live Sunday-school; but he hadn’t succeeded, and there 
he was in that same village. Sunday morning came, 
and though very fond of attending Sunday-school, he 
actually debated for some time in his own mind as to 
whether he could endure a second visit to the village 
school. But at last he decided to go; and go he did. 
I tell you, the observant stranger was surprised when he 
entered the school. He rubbed his eyes as though he 
thought a deceptive film had formed over them; or else 
that he was still in bed at the hotel, and a delusive dream 
was mocking him with a vision of the kind of Sunday- 
school he would like to attend, but wouldn’t be able to, 
He very soon discovered, however, that there was no 
deception about it; it was really the same school he had 
attended a year before, but so greatly changed that there 
was no wonder that he scarcely recognized it. First of 
all, how still it was as compared with the first time he 
was there. During the lesson-time, nothing was to be 
heard but the pleasant low-spoken words of teachers and 
scholars, as in an interested way they went over the 
Scripture passage. It sounded somewhat like the buzz and 
hum of a large bee-hive. In fact, it was a kind of bee- 
hive,—for there they all were gathering from the sweet 
flowers of God’s word their rich substance, and then 
working it up into honey in their own head and heart 
hives. Yes, it was like a bee-hive—only there were no 
drone bees—they were all workers, Even the appearance 
of the room had changed. Instead of a cheerless, bsrn-like 
looking place, with its biank (but smoky) walls, and 
bare floor, in the aisles, as it was a year before,—he 
now saw a very cheerful, pleasant-looking .room, indeed. 
Here and there, framed motto cards were hanging, 
relieving the blankness of thé walls, and giving a cheery, 
home-like appearance to the room. The aisles, too, had 
been carpeted,—not for appearance’ sake only, but also to - 
lessen the noise. It made a great change for the better. 
Then, sgain, when he first entered, they were singing a 
hymn, and it sounded so diffarently from that which he 
had heard at the time of his first visit, that he couldn’t 
help contrasting the two, and as he did so, saying to him- 
self, “‘ What an improvement! it is a real pleasure to 
listen to singing like that.” Puzzled as he was, he 
ecratched his forehead, after a thoughtful fashion, and 
wondered what it was that could have wrought such a 
wonderful change in a year. Just then he noticed a man 
sitting—elevated just a trifle higher than the remainder 
of the school—at a desk, with his face toward the school, 
and a memorandum-book in his hand, in which several 
times he wrote down something which seemed to occur to 
him. He further noticed that most of the time, with a 
pleasant expression on his face, his eyes were diligently 
journeying around the room. Every once in a while, he 
would pass down the aisles, and would for a little while 
linger near a class, first listening, lest he interfere if he 
speak at once, and then, when a fitting moment occurred, 
he would stoop over and speak a few pleasant, helpful 
words to the teacher or scholars, afier which he would 
slowly walk back to his desk-seat again. It was not long 
ere his watchful eye detected the stranger’s presence, and 
he was soon at his side speaking some ki:fily welcome 
words, Then the mystery of the wondrous change in 
that school ceased to bea mystery; for he discovered 
that that quiet, watchful, pleasant, but evidently resolute 
and determined man, was the superintendent. The fact 
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was he not only kept his memoranda, but by frequent 
reference to it, he was enabled not only to graft on new 
and desirable features, but also to remedy evils which 
had theretofore existed. 

We have been looking in upon a model Sunday: school ; 
haven’t we? Do you ask me what it would cost to have 
such a Sunday-school in your church? Well, I can’t 
tell you exactly, but the first and principal expense 
would be five cents for a small memorandum-book; and 
almost any school, by clubbing together, could raise the 
necessary nickel. In fact, it is barely possible that by 
judicious economy in personal and home expenses, the 
superintendent could save up money enough to buy it 
himself, and so not have to wait for the slow and some- 
times tedious process of taking up a general subscription. 

Allow me to say, in closing, that despite the value he 
seemed to place upon his memorandum-book, I think he 
must have lost it after a while, for a man living in a cer- 
tain western village found it,—or, more strictly speaking, 
imagined he did—and not long thereafter he wrote an 
article for The Sunday School Times, in which he actu- 
ally told—what inveterate talkers some men are; aren’t 
they ?—yes, he told all about it. 

And what do you think came of it? Why, there were 
a great many superintendents read it, and thinking, per- 
haps, there were some good things in it, they bought a 
little blank-book, and started a “‘memoranda-habit ”’ of 
their own; and, as a result, before a year had gone by, 
there were some changes for the better made in many 
schools over the land, the writer will venture to hope. 





FOR CHILDREN AT HOME. 


A NEW YEAR FOR THE TWO DANS. 
BY THE REV. EDWARD A. RAND. 


There was old Dan—he was the father, and then there 
was young Dan—he was the boy in the family. Old Dan 
fished for a living, and sometimes they said he would be 
“drunk as a fish.” It burdened the heart of young Dan 
because his father drank so shamefully. It was grief to 
all in the family of the Hoopers. How Daniel Hooper’s 
wife would fetch a big sigh, and then the tears would 
come to hereyes! Little Dan, or Dannie, as his mother 
called him, knew what the long sigh and the tears meant. 
He said it was “‘ mother drawing water from a deep well,” 
and the reason of her sadness was her husband’s drinking 
habits. They lived near the yellow, sandy rim of the blue 
sea. It was a story-and-a-half house, and when they 
went to live there it was a very pretty home. The house 
had been newly painted, and was white as any sail spread 
upon thesea, Every morning the big, golden sun wink:d 
in at every pane, saying, “‘ How d’ye do, folks?” The 
walls were neatly papered, and the rooms were filled with 
pretty furniture. There was a little garden, too, bright 
with flowers. But, dear me, rum does make such a 
change in a man and his home! Daniel Hooper’s house 
outside looked dingy and dirty as the canvas of an old 
cast-away coaster. So many broken, rag-stuffed panes 
were in the windows that it was hard for the sun to find 
a chance to look in at all, Where this thin, sickly light 
came in, it seemed to say, “Oh dear, oh dear, this is a 
drunkard’s home!” The walls were dingy, befouled 
with dirty tobacco-smoke, and the furniture that had not 
been sold was broken, and the little garden was a nest 
where weeds hatched out bigger and bigger broods of 
burdocks and brambles and smartweed and sorrel and— 
I'll stop. 

Mrs, Hooper’s greatest comfort was young Dan, and 
Dannie’s greatest comfort next to his mother was the 
Sunday-school, It was held Sunday afternoons in the 
Brook school-house, Near by, a little brook went chat- 
ting and laughing down to the sea, and that gave the 
school house its name. One afternoon, late in December, 
Mrs. Whiton, Dannie’s teacher, was talking to her boys. 

“Tt will be New Year's Day very soon, boys,” said Mrs, 
Whiton, “and don’t you intend to begin it with some 
good resolution ?” 

“Yes, yes, yes,” came up in a chorus from the class, 

“Now each one of you can think of something where 
you can make improvement,” said Mrs. Whiton. 

The boys began to think the matter over. 

Said Tom Garvin in his thoughts, “ I will mind mother 
better.” 

Crarlie Stevens resolved, “I'll read my Bible every 
day.” 

Tim Gookin silently said, “I won’t pester the teacher 
80 every day at school.” 

And deep down in his soul, young Dan said, “I will 
do ajl I can to make father a temperance man.” 

“Bat look here,”’ resumed Mra, Whiton, “a good reso- 
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lution is like a nail just.stuck into the wall and not driven 
home. Such nails fall out easily, and so do good reso- 
lutions oftentimes fall quickly to the ground. The nail 
must be sent home; driven in hard, and do you know 
what is a good hammer to send home into a sure place 
all our resolutions and make them fast?” 

“T can gueth,” said Charlie Stevens in his lisping way. 

“ What is it?” 

Charlie hung his head and whispered, “ Prayer.” 

“ Yes, prayer is the good hammer making sure all our 
good resolutions. Whatever you resolve to do, be sure 
that the purpose is sent home well, driven into a secure 
place.” 

Young Dan went to the cottage near the sandy rim of 
the sea, and up a low, dusky flight of stairs he climbed 
to his little chamber. There he began to pray for his 
father, but something seemed to chokeshim. It was a 
thought that seemed to mount out of his heart, and it 
had stuck in his throat. He had not asked God to forgive 
his own sins! He knelt again and besought God to take 
his own sins out of the way. That cleared the lump out 
of his throat, and then he prayed for his father also. 

“ Mother,” said Dan, when he came down into the 
kitchen where she sat reading her Bible by the last of 
the thin afternoon sunshine struggling through the win- 
dow,—‘ mother ”—he hesitated. 

“ Dannie, what is it?” 

“T thought—I would like to—tell you that I had— 
begun to—pray for father.” Here the little fellow broke 
down, and as he cried he leaned his head on her shoulder, 
She began to cry, too, and there they mingled their tears 
together. What asad place is a drunkard’s home, and 
what a mischief maker intoxicating drink is! 

“ Dannie, I have been thinking of that thing also. I 
have been reading my Bible, and seeing what God will do 
for those who pray.” 

Together they knelt in the dingy kitchen and bowed 
their souls in prayer. 

New Year’s Day the two Dans went out in the boat 
that had been hauled high upon the sands. 

“ Dress warm, Dannie,” the mother had said, “ for it 
is chilly to-day. There, poor boy, there, you haven’t 
clothes enough to keep you warm. ‘You can take my old 
red shawl with you, and, if it comes up any colder, put it 
over your shoulders.” 

The father smiled to see the old red shawl in his boy’s 
hand, but Dannie said to himself, “‘I had rather take a 
shawl to keep me warm outside than a jug to keep me 
warm inside.” 

The jug was Daniel Hooper’s invariable companion, 
and it went with him that day to the fishing-grounds. 

“Tt is cloudy, father,” said little Dan, as they pushed 
off from shore; ‘ shall we have snow?” 

“Oh! I guess not. We can make home’in good season 
if it should thicken out to sea, and snow.” 

Here Daniel Hooper lifted the jug and took a big 
swallow. A poor way to begin when one puts out to sea 
on a cloudy day, for a rum-jug will make a good weight 
to sink a boat, but never a wing to bring it home in 
season. . 

The fish bit very well that day, but Daniel Hooper 
complained that he was very chilly. 

“Tam cold, Dannie,” he would say. “The fish bite 
amazin’, but I am cold.” Here he would turn to the jug 
for comfort, and turned so often that it seemed as if he 
had more pulls at the jug than pulls out of the sea. 

“‘T know what will keep me warm,” thought Dannie, 
and he drew his mother’s old red shawl about his 
shoulders and there pinned it tight. 

““What is that?” he asked at last, pointing seaward, 
— snow coming?” 

But the father did not seem to care. He said he was 
sleepy. He was feeling the influence of the liquor. He 
leaned over the seat in front of him and dropped into a 
slumber. There was young Dan out upon the sea, his 
father intoxicated, and a snow-storm coming. 

“ There is a flake now!” he said. It fell upon the red 
shawl, a little white missive sent by the storm-king to 
say that thousands of other flakes were on their way and 
would soon be along. Dan was not the boy tositina 
stupor wondering what he should do. He was only 
twelve, rather small for his years, but quite muscular, 
and he knew something about managing a boat. 

Three or four more white missives from the storm-king 
arrived, and the flakes seemed to say, ‘‘ Hurry up! hurry 
up ! ” 

“I know what I can do,” thought Dan. “I can hoist 
the sail, for there is a light breeze, and then I will put 
for home.” 

“ Hurry up!” said the flakes, falling faster now. 

The sail was a light one, and Dan could hoist it. They 





had been drifting for the last half-hour, so that there 
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was no anchor to be raised. Little Dan pointed the bow 
for the ridge near which was his home, three miles away, 
and off the boat went. 

How the flakes came now, faster, thicker, bigger, mak- 
ing a veil, a cloud, a huge dome shutting down on every 
side. The land was now hidden; the sea also, save the 
blue circle of water in whose centre was this boat. He 
out upon the sea, and his father intoxicated in the boat! 

But he could steer, and—he could pray, and he did 
both. The boat did not make fast progress, for the wind 
was light. “Hurry up! hurry up!” the flakes seemed 
tosay. “It is a race between us for the land, and we 
shall get there before you!” ; 

At last Dan said, “ What is that? It is the surf on 
Black Rocks!” 

Yes, there it was, tossing up its long, feathery, white 
curls | 

Dan shivered. “That was pretty close for the boat,” 
he said, steering away from the rocks ; “ but then it means 
I am near home!” 

Yes, there was the familiar sandy ridge near the shore, 
and then came the quick drive through the breakers, and 
the boat was safely beached. Dan’s father was now 
stirring, aroused by the jar of the boat striking the sand. 

“We are home, father. Let me help you out.” 

Daniel Hooper, helped by his boy, etsggered out of the 
boat, and then staggered up to the black little fish-house 
perched among the sand-hummocks. Daniel followed, 
lugging the fish they had caught. He kept his father in 
the fish-house some time, first running into his home to 
let his mother know of their safe arrival. 

“ How is your father?” she asked. 

He did not answer, but ran back to the fish-house to 
detain his father there until he was more sober. 

“Tt will be hard for mother,” thought Dannie, “to see 
father drunk the first day of the year.” 

“ How did we get home? ” asked his father at last. 

“T steered.” 

“ Who hoisted the sail ? ” 

“ I did.”’ 

Daniel Hooper was not without a conscience, and it 
here gave him a sharp nip. All the hour that they passed 
in the fish-house, apparently to care for certain jobs that 
Dannie reminded his father of, but really to allow the 
father time to sober off, conscience was nipping him 
sharper and sharper. He went out to look after some 
fish-barrels, When he stepped back to the door, looking 
in, he saw little Dan kaeeling by a coil of old rope, and 
then he heard these words, “O God, don’t let father die 
a drunkard!” The man started. He turned away into 
the storm again, ‘“ Whata brute I am!” hesaid. He 
wandered back of a hummock, and there sat down, while 
the white flakes were driving overhead like ships scudding 
in from the sea. How he did think his sinful life over! 
That was the first day of the year, and it was a good time 
to begin his life anew. He had been thinking of this 
very matter, lately, and to-day his thoughts went down 
deep like a plow that cuts far into the under-soil and 
turns up heavy furrows. He had been thinking half an 
hour, when he heard a voice. 

“Father!” 

“Coming soon,” was the reply he made. 

“That is Dannie calling me,” he said, “and I will 
settle it before he comes.” 

Down upon his knees he dropped, and the snow-flakes 
whitened his upturned face as he pleaded with God. 
Then he joined his boy, who from the ridge of the hum- 
mock had noticed his kneeling, but could hardly realize 
it. Together they went into the house, and what a 
happy home that was when Daniel Hooper told his pur- 
pose to his wife and boy. 

* And I know, mother,” whispered Dannie, “he will 
keep his resolution, for I saw him on his knees driving 
it home with prayer.” 

Yes, he sent the nail into a sure place. 

“We will have an extra supper to-night,” said his 
mother, “if you can find me acouple or so of eggs in 
the hen- house, Dannie.” 

Hens! A drunkard’s flock is a small one, but the three 
old hens left, though they had done nothing for several 
days, laid three eggs that first day of the new year. 
And the pudding that night, that the eggs went into, 
didn’t it just melt in the mouth? And the potatoes, 
when had they been so nealy? “And the broiled fish, 
wasn’t it sweet and savory? 

To the home a new year had come, 





By another winter 


the house had been painted, glass was in the windows, 
new furniture in the rooms, and in the summer flowers 
had lighted up the garden. Best of all, the love of God 
and the strength of God was still in the heart of Daniel 
Hooper, and tarried too with his family. 

The two Dans began that new year aright, 
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LESSON HELPS. 


LESSON CALENDAR. 
[ Fourth Quarter, 1880.] 


BW. December 26.—GIVINg ..-...-.cccceccccecccccessncasensecccces 2 Oor. 9: 615 
{ First Quarter, 1881.] 

1. January 2.—Zacharies and Elisabeth .....................-. Luke 1: 5-17 
2. Javuary 9.—The ong of Mary............---.2.-----se00-- Luke 1 ; 46-65 
3. Jan. 16.—The Prophecy of Zacharias....... Luke 1: 67-79 
4. January 24.—The Births of Jesus .......ccccccccccccccccccess Luke 2: 8-20 
5. January »).—Sime n and the Child Jesas ..........--+.... Luke 2: 25-36 
6. February 6.—The Boyhood of Jesus.... .......-cnecscccese Luke 2: 40-52 
7. February 13.—The Preaching of John the Baptist.........Luke 3:7 18 
8. Februa:y 20.—The Preachi: g of Jesus...........-.--ce0«- Luke 4: 14 21 
9. February 27.—Christ Healing the Sick...................6 Luke 5: 12-26 
10. March 6,— Witness of Jesus to John............-..-- eosece Luke 7 : 19-28 
1!, March 13 —The Sinoer’s Friend ..............-.-----0-- ....Luke 7: 36 50 
12. March 20.—Revi+w of the Lessons. 
13, March 27.—Preaching the Kingdom.......---.cc0c--0-000 ..--Luke 9: 1-6 


LESSON 3, SUNDAY, JANUARY 16, 1881. 
THE PROPHECY OF ZACHARIAS. 


GOLDEN TEXT: 
os.-—-Luke 1 : 73. 


Title : 


THE DAYSPRING FROM ON HIGH HATH VISITED 


Lesson Topic: Good News Repeated. 


1. Salvation Brought, v. 67-69. 
2. Promises Fulfilled, v. 70-75. 


Outline : } 
3. Darkness Dispelled, v. 76-79. 


HOME READINGS. 


Monday, January 10: Luke 1: 67-79. Good news repeated, 

Tuesday, January 11: Ezek, 36: 22-31. Salvation of Israel. 
Wednesday, January 12: Isa,€0: 1-12. Salvation for all men. 
Thursday, January 13: Mal, 4; 1-6. The promised messenger. 
Friday, January 14: Isa, 11: 1-10. The promised Saviour. 

Saturday, January 15: Isa. 9:1-7. The light in the darkness. 
Sunday, January 16: Matt. 5: 2-16. The light of the world. 


LESSON TEXT. 
{Luke 1: 67-79.] 


67. And his father Zacharias was filled with the Holy Ghost, 
and prophesied, saying, 

68, Blessed be the Lord God of Israel; for he hath visited 
and redeemed his people, 

69. And hath raised up a horn of salvation for us in the 
house of his servant David; 

70. As he spake by the mouth of his holy prophets, which 
have been since the world began: 

71, That we should be saved from our enemies, and from the 
hand of all that hate us; 

72, To perform the mercy promised to our fathers, and to 
remember his holy covenant ; 

73. The oath which he sware to our father Abraham, 

74. That he would grant unto us, that we, being delivered 
out of the hand of our enemies, might serve him without fear, 

75. In holiness and righteousness before him, all the days of 
our life. 

76, And thou, child, shalt be called the prophet of the 
Highest: for thou shalt go before the face of the Lord to pre- 
pare his ways; 

77. To give knowledge of salvation, unto his people by the 
remission of their sins, 

78, Through the tender mercy of our God ; whereby the day- 
spring from on high hath visited us, 

79. To give light to them that sit in darkness and in the 
shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace. 


BIBLE LIGHTS. 


Luke 1:67. Filled with the Holy Ghost.——The Lord came 
down in a cloud and spake unto him, and took of the spirit 
that was upon him, and gave it unto the seventy elders; and it 
came to pass, that, when the Spirit rested upon them, they 
prophesied, and did not cease. Num, 11: 25.——The Spirit of 
the Lord spake by me, and his word wasin my tongue, 2 Sam, 
23: 2. [ will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh ; and your 
sons and your daughters shall prophesy. Joel 2: 28, 

V. 68, Blessed be the Lord God of Israel.—Blessed be the 
Lord God of Israel, which hath given one to sit on my throne 
this day, mine eyes even seeing it. 1 Kings 1: 48,—~David 
said, Blessed be thou, Lord God of Israel our father, for ever 
and ever. 1 Chron, 29: 10,.—Blessed be the Lord God of 
Israel, from everlasting to everlasting. Psa. 41: 13.——Blessed 
be the Lord God, the God of Israel, who only doeth wondrous 
things. And blessed be his glorious name for ever: and let the 
whole earth be filled with his glory. Psa. 72:18, 19.——Blessed 
be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed 
us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ. 
Eph. 1: 3. 

For he hath visited and redeemed his people.——The Lord 
God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of 
Jacob, appeared unto me, saying, I have surely visited you, and 
seen that which is done to youin Egypt. Ex. 3: 16.—~—And 
the people believed ; and when they heard that the Lord had 
visited the children of Israel, and that he had looked upon 
their afiliction, then they bowed their heads and worshiped. 
Ex. 4: 31.——-And there came a fear on all: and they glorified 
God, saying, That a great prophet is risen up among us; and, 
That God hath visited his people. Luke 7: 16.——He sent 
redemption unto his people. Psa. 111:9-—In whom we 
have redemption through his blood. Eph. 1: 7, 











V.69. And hath raised vp a horn of salvation —There 
will I make the horn of David to bud. Psa. 132: 17.——And 
he shall give strength unte his King, and exalt the horn of his 
anointed. 1 Sam. 2: 10.——He is my shield, and the horn of 
my salvation. 2 Sam. 22: 3.—~—In that day will I cause the 
horn of the house of Israel to bud forth. Ezek. 29: 21. 


House of his servant David,—Let thy name be magnified 
for ever, saying, The Lord of hosts is the God over Israel : and 
let the house of thy servant David be established before thee. 
2 Sam. 7 : 26._—And there shall come forth a rod out of the 
stem of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. Isa. 
11: 1.——In that day will I raise up the tabernacle of David 
that is fallen. Amos 9: 11.——Behold, the days come, saith 
the Lord, that I will raise unto David a righteous Branch, and a 
King shall reign and prosper. Jer, 23 : 5. 


V. 70. As he spake by the mouth of his holy prophets——The 
Spirit of the Lord spake by me, and his word was in my tongue. 
2 Sam. 23: 2.——Until the times of restitution of all things, 
which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets 
since the world began. Acts 3: 21.——Of which salvation the 
prophets have inquired and searched diligently. 1 Peter 1: 10. 

V.71. That we should be saved from our enemies.—He 
saved them from the hand of him that hated them, and re- 
deemed them from the hand of the enemy. Psa. 106: 10.—— 
Save us, O Lord our God, and gather us from among the 
heathen. Psa. 106: 47.——No weapon that is formed against 
thee shall prosper; and every tongue that shall rise against 
thee in judgment thou shalt condemn. Isa, 54: 17, 


V. 72. The mercy promised to our fathers.——And in thy 
seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed. Gen. 26: 4. 
——And thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth; and thou 
shalt spread abroad to the west, and to the east, and to the north, 
and to the south: and in thee and in thy seed shall all the 
families of the earth be blessed. Gen. 28 : 14.——It shall come 
to pass, if ye hearken to these judgments, and keep anddo them, 
that the Lord thy God shall keep unto thee the covenant and 
the mercy which he sware unto thy fathers, Deut. 7: 12. 


To remember his holy covenant. He hath remembered his 
covenant for ever, the word which he commanded to a thuu- 
sand generations. Psa, 105: 8.——And he remembered for them 
his covenant, and repented according to the multitude of his 
mercies, Psa, 106: 45. 


V. 74. That we... might serve him without fear.——They 
shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall 
flee away. Isa. 35: 10.——For ye have not received the spirit 
of bondage again to fear. Rom. 8: 15.——For God hath not 
given us the Spirit of fear. 2 Tim. 1: 7.——And deliver them, 
who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to 
bondage. Heb, 2: 15. 


V. 75. In holiness and righteousness.——I will put my law 
in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts. Jer. 
31 : 33. Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye 
shall be clean. Ezek. 36 : 25.——Let us cleanse ourselves from 
all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the 
fear of God, 2 Cor. 7:1. 


V. 76. To prepare his ways.—The voice of him that crieth 
in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make 
straight in the degert a highway for our God. Isa. 40: 3.—— 
Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the 
way before me. Mal. 3:1. 


V.77. To give knowledge of salvation unto his people— 
John did baptize in the wilderness, and preach the baptism 
of repentance for the remission of sins, Mark 1: 4.——The 
same came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all 
men through him might believe. John'1: 7. 


V.79. To give light to them that sit in darkness,——The peo- 
ple that walked in darkness have seen a great light. Isa. 9: 2. 
——I will make darkness light before them. Isa. 42: 16,—— 
The people which sat in darkness saw great light ; and to them 
which sat in the region and shadow of death light is sprung up. 
Matt. 4 : 16. 


To guide our feet into the way of peace.——All the paths of 
the Lord are mercy and truth unto such as keep his covenant 
and his testimonies. Psa. 25: 10.——Thus saith the Lord, thy 
Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel; I am the Lord thy God 
which teacheth thee to profit, which leadeth thee by the way 
that thou shouldest go. Isa, 48: 17. 








LESSON SURROUNDINGS. 

Mary remaived in the house of Zacharias and Elizabeth 
for three months. Then she returned home to Nazareth. 
Shortly after the child was born to Elizabeth, as the angel 
had foretold to Zacharias, and again to Mary. Onthe eighth 
day, the day to circumcise and name the child, the relatives 
and friends proposed to call it Zacharias, after the father. 
Elizabeth said, “No, but he shall be called John.” The 
matter was then referred to the father, who, still dumb, took 
a tablet, and wrote, “ His name is John.” John means “ the 
grace of Jehovah,” and was an appropriate name for him 
who was to herald the full dispensation of God’s grace. 
Then the tongue of Zacharias was loosed, and he spoke the 
words recorded in our lesson, 

This song, like that of Mary, has been used in the Christian 
church from the beginning; generally, as to-day, in the 
morning service of those churches which have a liturgy, 
From its opening word in the Latin Bible it has been called 
the Benedictus, which is like calling it the “ Blessed” in 
English. It falls naturally into two divisions, of which the 








first verses, 68-75, refers to the Messiah ; and the second, 
verses 76-79, to the Messiah’s forerunner. 

The substance of the song is made up of Old Testament 
utterances ; and it expresses the sum of the messianic hopes 
of the Jewish nation, in priestly, prophetic, Old Testament 
form. Whether Zacharias, the priest, fully understood the 
world-wide scope of his prophetic words, does not clearly 
appear. If he did, the words of his inspired heart would 
yet fall naturally into the shape in which his priestly lips 
had been accustomed to “ keep knowledge.” 

The time of the incident of this lesson was about four 
months later than that of the last, but its place was the same: 
a city of Judah (perhaps Juttah), in the mountainous region 
near Hebron. 

The time of year of the birth of John the Baptist is not 
known with certainty. He was born about six months before 
Jesus. It could scarcely have been in winter ; for Mary 
would hardly have taken the journey to Nazareth in that 
season. It was probably in spring or early summer. 

CRITICAL NOTES. 
BY A. C, KENDRICK, D.D., LL.D. 
PARALLEL TRANSLATION. 


And his father Zachariah was filled with the Holy 
Spirit, and prophesied, saying ; 

Blessed be the Lord God of Israel : 

Because he hath visited, and wrought redemption for 
his people, 


(67. 


— 


(68.) 


(69.) And hath raised up a horn of salvation for us 


In the house of his servant David 

(70.) (According as he spake through the mouth of his holy 
prophets that were of old) ; 

(71.) 


Salvation from our enemies, 
And from the hand of all that hate us: 


To show mercy toward our fathers, 
And to remember his holy covenant: 


(72.) 


(73.) 
(74.) 


The oath which he sware to Abraham our father, 

To grant to us that, being delivered out of the hand of 
our enemies, 

We should without fear render service to him, 

In holiness and righteousness before him, all our days. 

And thou too, child, shalt be called a prophet of the 
Most High; 

For thou shalt go before the face of the Lord to make 
ready his ways: 

To give knowledge of salvation to his people 

In the remission of their sins, 


(77.) 
(78.) Because of the tender mercy of our God, 

In which a dawn from on high hath visited us, 
(79. 


~— 


To shine upon them that sit in darkness and the 
shadow of death ; 
To direct our feet into the way of peace. 


NOTES, 


The Song of Zachariah, like that of Mary, is a charming 
echo from the ancient lyrical minstrelsy of the Hebrews. It 
was uttered under the immediate inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit, and is marked by the priestly character of him who 
uttered it. That it was, like that of Mary, an actual, un- 
premeditated outburst of the rapt spirit of its author, is 
unquestionable. Preserved, doubtless, in the family archives, 
or in the family tradition, they became known to Luke in his. 
minute inquiries into the events of this remarkable epoch. 
The two inspired hymns are among the most nataral wonders 
of this wondrous period. 

Verse 67.—Filled with the Holy Spirit. ‘Which statemen 
guarantees both the reality and the inspiration of the song.— 
Prophesied. A term marking not merely a foretelling of the 
future, but the uttering of any direct divine communication. 
The old prophets were the organs of all God’s instructions, 
warnings, etc., to the people. 

Verse 68.—Blessed. The rapt spirit of the priest begins 
with an ascription of praise to the God of Israel.—Hath 
visited and wrought. That which is promised and is near, the 
prophetic eye regards as already accomplished. He who 
speaks in the name of Omniscience and Omnipotence may 
call the things that are yet to be as if they already were. 
— Redemption is in its immediate conception, in the first part 
of this hymn, temporal and political, but by no means even 
here exclusively so. “ His people,” therefore, “the people 
of God” is primarily, as in the Old Testament, national, but 
widens out into the spiritual conception of the New Testa- 
ment. This blending of the national and spiritual concep- 
tions springs naturally from the gradual merging of the old 
dispensation into the new. 

Verse 69.—A horn of salvation: that is, a strong and mighty 
salvation. The horn, as the brute’s weapon of defense and 
attack, becomes with the Hebrews a symbol of power (1 Sam. 
2:10; Psa. 132: 17).-—Jn the house of his servant David. The 
promise was to the house of David (1 Sam. 12: 13), and Mary 
in whom it was about to be fulfilled, was with her husband, of 
the house of David. 
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Verse 70.—This verse is parenthetical. Hebrew prophecy, 
from Moses down, was full of these intimations. 

Verse 71.—Salvation. This word, overleaping the paren- 
thesis, is resumed from verse 69.—Enemies . . . all that hate us 
The heathen, as Edomites, Romans, etc. Israel, in its isola- 
tion, was an object of universal Gentile hatred. 

Verse 72.— Mercy toward (or with) our fathers. The mercy 
shown to their children is regarded retrospectively as bestowed 
upon the fathers. Ancestors and descendants have a common 
interest, as comprising one family. The grace now bestowed 
reaches back to Abraham and David. It is also the remem- 
bering of his covenant with them,—a covenant repeatedly 
made with Abraham, with Moses, and with David. 

Verses 73-75.—The oath (referring back to the covenant) 
found in Genesis 22 : 16-18.—Jn order to give us. The purpose 
of the oath, or perhaps of the “remembering his covenant.” 
— Without fear : of molestation from enemies : in national tran- 
quillity and peace: which had been but too often broken in 
upon by Assyrians, Macedonians (Antiochus Epiphanes), and 
Romans. The prospect of national independence and “ free- 
dom to worship God” was most delightful. — Delivered. 
Their present enemies were the Romans.—To serve him. 
Render him religious and priestly service.— Holiness, strictly 
as consisting in personal purity: righteousness in its relation 
to God.— Before him. In the sight, and under the approval, 
of God.— AU our days (“of our life” is wanting in the best 
manuscripts). Marking continuous national existence and 
prosperity. 

Verse 76.—And thou too, child. Hitherto the song has re- 
ferred to the Messiah, the grand object of hope. The seer 
now turns to the infant John, the child that is to act a subor- 
dinate, but still important, part in the great work of deliver- 
ance.—A prophet: and even “more than a prophet” (Matt. 
11: 9): holding a higher position than the ordinary prophet. 
Before the face of the Lord: that is, here Jehovah (Isa. 40: 3), 
whose glory the Messiah will make known in his appearing.— 
His ways. As a sovereign sends servants in advance to 
smooth and prepare the road which he is to traverse (Isa. 
40: 3,4). The preparation here was the repentance and refor- 
mation of Israel. 

Verse 77.—We have here the final purpose of the har- 
binger’s going before the Lord, namely, that he may give the 
knowledge ef salvation to his people, and thus by acquainting 
them with it secure the remission of their sins. The knowl- 
edge of the Messiah must precede the repentance and faith 
which secure forgiveness. 

Verse 78.—This forgiveness is because of the tender mercy 
(the pitying affection) of owr God.—In which tender compas- 
sion a dawn, a sun-rising, a dayspring from on high (the 
dawn breaks on the earth from the heavens) hagh visited us. 
This Messianic salvation, with its moral reformation and for- 
giveness, rises upon the nation like the breaking of the 
morning. 

Verse 79.—To shine wpon them that are sitting (dwelling, abid- 
ing) in darkness. Here moral darkness; spiritual ignorance 
and depravity.—The shadow of death. Death-shades : darkness 
deep as death. A Hebrew idiom for intense and deep dark- 
ness, as “ The stones of darkness and the shadow of death” 
(Job 28:3); that is, the precious stones that are hidden in 
the deepest darkness of the earth. (See Matt. 4: 16.)—Final 
cause of this shining, to conduct our feet into the way of peace. 
Evidently not merely nor chiefly political, but spiritual 
peace—the peace of reconciliation with God, walking in his 
ways, and enjoying his favor. 





THE “BENEDICTUS” OF ZACHARIAS. 
BY CHARLES 8, ROBINSON, D.D. 


Almost every old writer who has had occasion to comment 
upon this part of the New Testament, has been arrested by 
the evident determination to join Luke to Malachi in the 
person of John the Baptist. We have already seen how 
Gabriel quotes the prediction concerning Elijah’s return, 
and applies it directly here to this forerunner of Christ. 
And now after Zacharias has passed his discipline of dumb 
silence, he suddenly comes forth with a song, the meaning 
and the beauty of which he derives from that same final 
chapter of the Old Testament. “The dayspring from on 
high hath visited us,” is only another form of saying what 
Malachi had said before: “The Sun of Righteousness shall 
“arise with healing in his wings.” 

We now enter upon the detailed study of another New 
Testament psalm, the “ Benedictus,” so called from the first 
word in it that in Latin means blessed. Three points of 
notice are suggested as a sufficient analysis for use in the 
lesson: the strangeness of this song-making, the spirit of 
the exercise, and the brilliancy of the figure. This last will 
bring us directly to the Golden Text. 

I. Let us recall the fact that Zacharias was not alone in 
his song-making on this extraordinary occasion. It is not 
wise to pass over with only the mention of it a strange inci- 
dent so full of significance. All these people suddenly 
became imaginative and musical ; and what they produced is 
actually of the highest literary and devotional character. 
Mary sings the Magnificat, Zacharias sings the Benedictus, 
and Simeon sings the Nunc Dimittis, And these three songs 





are so fine that the churches at large have placed them in 
their liturgies for sixty generations. 

No one can thoughtfully read the Old Testament and the 
New, without observing that more was made of music and 
poetry than we in this day are wont to acknowledge. Toa 
people trained to this habit of improvisation, there would be 
nothing remarkable in the incident now under our study. 
That Zacharias did poetic work at all in this supreme moment 
of ‘his existence would awake no such surprise as we attach 
to the circumstance; and that he did it so well would be 
attributed (as it should be) to the presence of the Holy 
Ghost. 

It is significant that when thesé persons had a fresh theme 
of the gospel to celebrate, they felt themselves perfectly free 
to sing a song which should exactly benefit and express it, even 
if it had to be composed on the instant. This was the 
example David, the sweet singer of Israel, had set before 
them. When he was brought up out of the horrible pit of 
some convulsing experience, and his feet were again set upon 
a rock, he said the Lord “ hath put a new song in my mouth.” 
So here: Simeon and Zacharias and Mary, having a wonder- 
ful experience of what was exalted and inspiriting beyond 
anything ever before conceived, made a new song to sing, 
and the Holy Ghost gave acceptance and added inspiration. 

It seems appropriate to quote just here the testimony which 
the great Augustine bears to the excellence of Zacharias’s 
wor upon this occasion : “ O blessed hymn of joy and praise! 
divinely inspired by the Holy Ghost, and divinely pro- 
nounced by the venerable priest, and daily sung in the church 
of God! Oh, may thy words be often in my mouth, and the 
sweetness of them always in my heart! The expressions 
thou usest, are the comfort of my life; and the subject thou 
treatest of, the hope of all the world!” 

When Madame Guyon and her faithful maid were impris- 
oned, she composed songs for her comfort. ‘“ And then,” says 
she, “ we sang them together, praises unto thee, O our God! 
It sometimes seemed to me as if I were a little bird, whom 
the Lord had placed in a cage, and that I had nothing to do 
now but sing!” 

On the night before her execution, Mary Queen of Scots 
composed a short prayer, and sang it over by herself because 
she could not sleep. The words are very musical in the 
Latin which she used : 

**O domine Deus! speravi in te! 
O care mi Jesu! nunc libera me! 
In dura catena—in misera poena— 
Desidero te! 
Languendo, gemendo, et genu flectendo, 
Adoro, imploro, ut liberes me!” 
Here appears to be the passionate wish of a captive to escape. 
Perhaps it will show its sense better in a free translation into 
English : 
O Lord God Almighty ! my hope is in thee! 
O Jesus beloved, now liberate me! 
In durance the drearest, in bonds the severest— 
My desire is to thee! 
In sighing and crying, on bended knees lying, 
I adore—I implore thou wouldst liberate me! 

II. In the second place, having seen that this song-making 
for a new experience is not so very strange after all, let us 
try to enter into the spirit of the exercise. The enthusiasm 
of such an occasion is very bright and cheerful. “Is any 
among you merry? Let him sing pealms.’ Would that the 
study of this lesson might set all the wide Christian world 
singing the Benedictus to-day ! 

For there is value in a volume of voices, when singing 
with the spirit and understanding also. Bishop Jewell, writ- 
ing to Peter Martyr, March, 1560, says: “ Religion is now some- 
what more established than it was. The people are every- 
where exceedingly inclined to the better part. Ecclesiastical 
and popular music has much conduced to this result. For as 
soon as they had once commenced to sing publicly in only 
one little church in London, immediately not only the other 
neighboring churches, but even the towns far distant, began to 
vie with each other in the same practice. At times you may 
see at Paul’s Cross, after sermon, six thousand persons, old 
and young, of both sexes, singing together and praising God. 
This sadly annoys the priests and the Devil ; for they see that 
by these means the sacred discourses sink more deeply into 
men’s minds, and that their kingdom is shaken and shattered 
at almost every note.” 

So instinctive and habitual was this exercise of singing 
when multitudes were gathered together, that all through the 
Old Testament we find the highest personifications of inspired 
Israelitish poets falling into musicai form. See what queer 
choirs are described in Psalm 148 : 7-13, and in Revelation 
5: 11-13. It would appear that these ancient seers pictured 
all nature as on the alert, the moment God’s praise was men- 
tioned, to burst forth into melody. Now we may not go so 
far as to call upon trees to clap their hands, and fire and hail, 
dragons and deeps, to sing a doxology ; but ge assuredly may 
catch the spirit of such poetry, and hold our own hearts ready 
for the summons when the hour of praise comes in. 

Clemens Alexandrinus tells us that the early Christians, 
when the last acclamations of their prayers were reached in 
the public services, would raise themselves upon their tip- 
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toes, as if they desired the word “Amen” should carry up their 
bodies as well as their souls to heaven. This makes us think 
of Bryant’s exquisite lines : 
“ T look forth 

Over the boundless blue; where joyously 

The bright crests of innumerable waves 

Glance to the sun at once—as when the hands 

Of a great multitude are upward flung 

In acclamation |!” 

Two texts of Scripture there are, which put together, I 
think, are the most wonderful in the Bible. They do suggest 
a child, lying in the cradle, and a loving face is bent over it, 
and a sweet voice is murmuring above its head. But I marvel 
with inexpressible surprise and adoration, when I find who 
the Singer is and who is the child. The first verse is found 
in Isaiah 65: 13: “As one whom his mother comforteth, so 
will I comfort you.” The other verse I find in Zephaniah 
3:17: “The Lord thy God in the midst of thee is mighty ; 
he will save, he will rejoice over thee with joy; he will rest 
in his love; he will joy over thee with singing.’ Oh, I 
have thought again and again, in my history, of this picture 
and I am not too proud to say my eyes have filled with tears 
of emotion as I have tried to comprehend how the eternal 
Jehovah seems to sing beside one who loves him, as I remem- 
ber my mother used to sing restful songs of comfort beside 
our bed on the old Sabbath nights !” 

III. So now we come to the explicit theme of the Bene- 
dictus, and we have a little time left in which to speak of the 
matchless figure of speech in which this theme is cast. 
Zacharias once turns suddenly to address his song to the infant 
which his faith follows into the distance. Most pathetic are 
his words, as he imagines this little babe grown up, and lead- 
ing the people to that Saviour of whom he is the appointed 
herald : “ And thou, child, shalt be called the prophet of the 
Highest.” But he cannot keep far from his main subject, 
which is the coming of Mary’s child, and not his own. 

In describing the revelation of Christ as the Redeemer of 
men, he says, “‘ The dayspring from on high hath visited us.” 
This splendid figure .of speech is taken from the dawn of 
morning on the night. And in order to understand fully the 
force of the rhetoric, we must bear in mind one of the natural 
phenomena of those eastern regions. 

So pure is the atmosphere there, so far south, that clouds 
in the sky are not usual save in the rainy season. There 
seems really nothing to hinder the sun’s going down, nothing 
to get in the way of his rising again. When he sets, he goes 
abruptly behind the adjacent hill; when he rises, he comes 
up uvannounced, and in a quick moment is altogether on 
hand for his daily work. That is to say, there is positively 
no twilight, as we describe it, in those latitudes. The instant 
the day reaches its natural close, the sun appears to slide 
down the sky without any leave-taking. Just so when the 
dawn starts. When yesterday’s monarch dismisses himself, 
and it is time for to-day’s to succeed him, there he is, unher- 
alded and serenely unhurried, calmly seated in his shining 
pavilion of clear air. Nothing surprises a tourist more than 
this sudden change. 

Zacharias seizes this astonishing figure, and turns it to 
account. For four centuries it had been dark—dark with 
sin, dark with ignorance, dark with oppression—and now in 
one excited instant of disclosure the Sun of Righteousness 
had risen with healing in his wings. No wonder his heart 
was full; no wonder his dumbness gave way, and his glad 
voice lifted such a song! 


ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS, 
\BY H, CLAY TRUMBULL, 


His father (v. 67). There are men and women known in 
history chiefly by their relation to their children. They 
were godly men and women; men and women of ability and 
usefulness in their day; but their pre-eminent place in the 
world is as parents. This fact should be a stimulus and a 
source of hope to every parent. Whatever a father or a 
mother may have done or have failed to do up to the present 
hour, there is that child to be looked after; to be loved and 
cared for; to be trained and prayed over; to have faith in 
behalf of. In that child there may lie the hope and the joy 
of multitudes, and the hope and the joy of the parents as well. 
How this ought to nerve us and give us cheer, as we toil and 
pray for the child of our hearts. That child may rise up to 
call us blessed, and for his sake all generations may call us 
blessed. It is for us to do our duty by our children. It may 
be for us to have a reward in them beyond all other rewards 
we have in and for our earthly course. You are the father, 
or the mother, of that child. How much of good does that 
portend to him? How much of good it may portend to you! 

‘led with the Holy Ghost. That was fitness for praising 
God acceptably, and for proclaiming his truth effectively, in 
the days of Zacharias. It was not that Zacharias was filled 


with enthusiasm, filled with earnestness, filled with knowl- 
edge, filled with poetic fervor; but that he was filled with 
the Holy Ghost. That gave his words power, and because 
of that fact his words are in our ears and on our lips to-day. 
There is no other source of true power in God’s service in 
this age, or in any age. To be a good parent, a good teacher, 
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a good preacher, a good Bible student, a good man, or a good 
woman, one needs to be filled with the Holy Ghost; there is 
no substitute for this. How can you and I be thus furnished 
for our work? Jesus says, “ Ask, and it shall be given you. 
...Ifye... being evil, know how to give good gifts unto 
your children, how much more shall your heavenly Father 
give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him?” 

As he spake by ... his... prophets, . . . since the world 
began (v.70). God has never left men without some knowl- 
edge of his truth. Since the day when they first needed a 
revelation of his will, they have had it in one form or 
another. God inspired men to know him and to tell of him 
before the coming of his Son as the Saviour, and before the 
first page of his Bible was a written record. Whatever other 
excuse men will have to offer in the great day for their 
neglect of duty, or their disobedience of law, not one of them 
can gay that he never received any message from God, and 
that therefore he was always ignorant of the way of right. 
No human being will ever make the claim—when he is face 
to face with God—that “he always did just as well as he 
knew how.” The Gospel of Jesus Christ is the fullest 
revelation of God’s love, and of God’s plan of salvation ; 
but it is not the first revelation. “God who at sundry times, 
and in divers manners spake in times past unto the fathers 
by the prophets, hath in these last days spoken unto us by 
his Son.” Those who have not yet heard of Jesus are not 
without some revelation of God’s demands on them; so 
“they are without excuse” if they live in neglect of duty 
and in lack of faith. 

Delivered out of the hand of our enemies (v.74). We all 
have enemies—more enemies than we can manage without 
help. Some of us have open enemies among men. We are 
hated by rivals or neighbors for one reason or another—or 
for no reason. Many of us are watched by those who would 
show their enmity if we gave them occasion. Moreover, 
there is no one of us but has enemies in his own habits, or 
appetites, or tastes, or tendencies. Most of us are fight- 
ing eur enemies all day long, and many times we have wake- 
ful nights of worry over yesterday’s battle, and its certain 
renewal when the new day comes. What a comfort it is to 
be sure of victory over all our enemies! To be delivered 
out of the hand of our enemies is not to be free from fighting 
them ; but it is to be sure of victory over them. “Thanks 
be to God, who giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” 

Serve him without fear. There is such a thing as serving 
the Lord with fear. It is in fact a very common thing among 
Christians. There are many servants of God who, “ through 
fear,” are “all their lifetime subject to bondage.” They 
have no enjoyment in God’s service. Their service is at the 
best a slavish one—unworthy of them, and unworthy of their 
Master. It is the privilege of the believer in Jesus to “ serve 
him without fear;” to have that perfect love—that trustful, 
confiding affection—which casts out all fear from the heart. 
It is a good thing to be free from fear of defeat in the battle 


of life, from fear of failure in every right undertaking, from ; 


fear of consequences in the discharge of duty, from fear of 
death, from fear of condemnation. “Fear not,” says Jesus; 
“be not afraid.” Do you hear and heed these injunctions 
of your Saviour ? 

To give knowledge of salvation (v. 77). John the Baptist 
could not give salvation. No man can do that. John’s best 
work was to give the knowledge of Christ’s salvation. Any 
one of us can do that. Every one of us ought to doit. It 
was the highest honor of John, that he went before Jesus to 
give a knowledge of him. You and I can do a similar work 
in our sphere ; and so share the honor which was accorded to 
John, There were those who would never have heard of 
Jesus but for John’s faithful preaching. He was sent of God 
to them, and he gave his message accordingly. There are 
those who will not know of Jesus as they ought to, except 
through your telling of him. You are sent of God to give 
them the knowledge of his salvation, and to invite them 
to share its privileges. Are you faithfully bearing your mes- 
sage to them? 

The dayspring from on high hath visited us (v. 78). The day- 
spring is the dawn of the day. The coming of Jesus Christ 
into the heart of the sinner is the dawn of the Christian day 
—not its fullest noontide splendor. The best things for the 
disciple of Jesus are in the disciple’s future; not in his 
present, far less in his past. He is not a believer if he does 
not believe this. It isnot for the believer to sing, ‘Where 
is the blessedness I knew?” but rather “ Where is the 
blessedness I am going to know?” And this will be the 
case in all the life-time of the growing saint, “The path of 
the just is as the shining light, that shineth more and more 
unto the perfect day.” 


TEACHING HINTS. 
BY THE EDITOR, 
Such a lesson as this can be made of interest to the aver- 
age Sunday-school scholar; but it takes more than the average 
Sunday-school teacher to do it. 
Something more than the lesson text itself must be in- 
cluded to give proper interest to the leason teaching. The 





narrative from the opening story in Luke’s Gospel must be 
laid under contribution. 

First we had the childless home of Zacharias and Elisa- 
beth, with the angel coming to promise that a child should 
gladden that home. Then we had Mary, the cousin of 
Elisabeth, rejoicing that she was to be the mother of Jesus, 
the long-promised Saviour. Now we have Zacharias rejoic- 
ing in the good news of salvation by that Saviour—of whom 
his son was the appointed forerunner. i 

Zacharias had been dumb for long months because of his 
lack of faith. He had not been able to say anything in all 
that time ; but he had done a great deal of thinking mean- 
while. Wien his tongue “was ivdséd, ite bursi ‘oui inio a 
song of thanksgiving to God. It would be a good thing for 
us to be dumb for months, if our hearts would be thereby 
moved to such praises as those of Zacharias. And if we 
could neither pray nor praise for months, it might be that 
we should better appreciate the privilege of prayer and 
praise. 

And now we see what Zacharias found to thank God for. 
He praised God first for salvation; then for its results; and 
finally for the privilege of having a part in making it known 
to others. We ought to be ready to join Zacharias, or to 
imitate him, in all these particulars. 

Blessed be God; for he has visited us, while we were lost 
sinners, and provided a Saviour whom we can trust implicitly. 

Blessed be God; for through Jesus Christ we can have 
deliverance from all our enemies—enemies outside, and ene- 
mies inside; material foes and spiritual foes. And by his 
grace and power we can walk before him in holiness and 
righteousness all our days. That is something to be grate- 
ful for. 

Blessed be God, that while only Jesus can give salvation, 
every believer in Jesus can make salvation known to others ; 
and whoever of us has a part in this work is se far a 
“prophet of the Highest.” 

The rejoicing of Zacharias ought to be our rejoicing. Is 
it so? 


HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER, 
BY FAITH LATIMER. 


As an introduction to this lesson, the previous ones must 
be thoroughly reviewed. Do not repeat what you have 
given, but get it back from the class, asking so many ques- 
tions that all may have an opportunity of helping to give a 
connected idea of each lesson. No printed help could give 
all, nor the exact language of the questions which a wise 
teacher will ask. See to it that it is the children’s review, 
not your own, and do not omit anything on which the under- 
standing of practical truth depends. Who was Zacharias? 
What his part in the temple worship? What the name of 
his wife? Before whom were they righteous? Meaning of 
“righteous” ? In what did they walk blameless? Who ap- 
peared to Zacharias in the temple? What did he tell Zacha- 
rias God had heard? Whatdid he promise? Did Zacharias 
believe? Who spoke to the maiden in Nazareth? Her 
name? Did she believe? What did she call herself? What 
did the angel say to Zacharias because he believed not? 
When was he to speak again? Our lesson to-day gives us 
the very first words he spoke after his long silence. Where 
did he live? Who went to see Elisabeth after the angel 
message to her? What did Elisabeth call Mary? What are 
some of the words of Mary’s song? What is to-day’s lesson 
called? What is a prophecy? It generally means a fore- 
telling of what is to come. What were those called who 
could foretell the future? It also means to speak as moved 
by the Holy Ghost. Wewill learn to-day (1) when Zacharias 
spoke ; (2) the words he said, and what they mean. 

(1.) When Zacharias spoke.—The first verse of our lesson 
says, “ his father Zacharias.” Whosefather? The promised 
child came, and Elisabeth’s neighbors and cousins rejoiced 
with her, for they had heard how the Lord showed 
great mercy upon her. When the baby was eight days old 
they named him. Some wanted to name him for his father ; 
but Elisabeth said, “He shall be called John.” They said 
none of her relations had that name, and they wanted his 
father to decide the matter. Had he heard what they were 
talkine about? It seems as if he must have been deaf, too, 
for they. made signs to him. He made signs for something to 
write upon, and wrote the name the angel said he should be 
called. What was that? The people stood around, staring 
at the priest, who had not spoken for three quarters of a 
year. They saw him write on a tablet of wood—something 
like a small blackboard or slate, and then they heard him 
break out into a psalm of praise, speaking the very words we 
are studying to-day. They listened, and then went out and 
told the neighbors, and the news spread around. Do you 
wonder that when they looked in the face of that little baby 
they whispered to each other, “What manner of child shall 
this be?” One ghing they did which every scholar can do 
to-day over these words of the man who was dumb,—“ they 
liid them up in their hearts.” 

The words of Zacharias, and what they mean.—Much of this 
muy be considered too hard to give to the primary class; if 
20, do not attempt all, rather select such parts as you: ean 








simplify. His words were a song of praise, for he began 
“ Blessed be the Lord God of Israel.” He sang praises for 
all God’s doing. As a prophet he saw the coming of Christ 
and his work, as if it had already been done. He said God 
had visited his people, and in the house of David raised up 
a Saviour. Who, that was related to Jesus, was of the house 
and family of David? He gave praise that God had kept 
his promises, as he had spoken since the world began. When 
was the first promise of a Saviour? Who were some with 
whom God made a covenant? He praised God for his power 
that he could save from all enemies, and that without fear 
they might serve him in holiness and righteousness before 
him aifthe days‘of their lives. The JewS~had many ene- 
mies, and the disciples of Christ many who hated and perse- 
cuted them. Can we now serve God without fear? There 
is one enemy, Satan, who hates all good, and strives to keep 
all from serving Christ. Does he ever tempt little children 
to do wrong? But Jesus will deliver from Satan, and from 
all sin, if you truly pray as he taught, “ Deliver us from evil.” 
Zacharias turned to his own little child, not to give thanks 
for a son, but to tell how he should serve God. Who told 
Mary that her child should be called the Son of the Highest? 
Zacharias said to John, “‘ Thou shalt be called the prophet of 
the Highest;” he said he was to go before the face of the 
Lord to prepare his ways. Remember these words about 
John, and when we study about him as a man, see if we can 
find him all that the angel and Zacharias said he should be. 
John was to give knowledge of salvation by the forgiveness 
of sin. What did Mary call her son in her song? How 
can we have remission or forgiveness of sins? Zacharias 
told how and why sinners may be forgiven. (Have it 
repeated: ) “Through the tender mercy of our God.” What 
is mercy? What tender mercies? That is another name 
for love. God pitied the world he loved, and gave his Son. 
When the Holy Spirit moved men to write cf God’s deepest 
love, that is the word they often used. David called it lov- 
ing-kindness, and sang of the multitude of his tender mer- 
cies,—so many that he could not count them, and so he said 
multitude. Could you count all the acts of loving-kindness 
God has sent to you? There is one gift greater and more 
precious than all the rest. In what did Mary rejoice? 
Zacharias gave a sweet name for him in our golden text. 
Were you ever awake in a long, dark night, and longed for 
the morning? Was not the light beautiful to you when 
day dawned? So to Zacharias—the long, still months of 
silence were like night. What did he think of all that time? 
Then the glad hour came when he was filled with the love of 
God the Father, the Holy Spirit, and saw the coming of the 
Saviour before whom John should preach. Do you wonder 
that he called Jesus the Dayspring from on high? He was 
coming to give light to those in darkness, as the shadows fly 
when the morning sun shines. What name did Jesus call 
himself which means light? Can you see to walk in the 
dark? Zacharias said the dayspring came to “guide our 
feet into the way of peace.” Jesus is the light to show us 
how and where to go; the way of peace leads straight to 
heaven. Do you want to walk in that light? It was tender 
mercy which sent the Dayspring, and tender mercy which 
walked all the lonely way through this world as Jesus lived 
and worked and suffered. Remember, it was because his 
weary feet were pierced with nails that the Dayspring guides 
our feet into the way of peace. 


QUESTION HINTS. 
BY MISS ANNA T. PEARCE, 


Introduction.—How was Zacharias afflicted from the date 
of the interview with Gabriel until the naming of the child ? 
Why was he thus afflicted? (v. 20.) What is the only 
obstacle to the mighty working of God? (Matt. 9: 28, 29.) 
Why did relatives object to the name of John? How did 
Zacharias settle the question? (v. 63.) With what result? 
(v. 64.) 

Verse 67.—What gift of the Spirit was bestowed upon him? 
What gifts of the Spirit were common in the apostolic church ? 
(1 Cor. 12: 28.) What one was pre-eminent? How was 
the gift of prophecy superior to that of tongues? (1 Cor. 
14:2-5.) Which gift is to be preferred in their present 
modification? What is the one great theme of prophecy and 
praise in all ages? (v. 68.) How does redemption differ 
from purchase? What name has been given to the purchase 
price? Why does Zacharias speak of redemption as already 
accomplished? By what figurative title did Zacharias pro- 
claim Jesus? (v. 69.) What did he mean by a “horn of 
salvation” ? Name some other titles and figures of Christ. 
Why have so many been given? Why did Jesus come of 
the house of David? 

Verse 70 —How long had his coming been looked for? 
Name the major prophets. Name the minor prophets. Where 
did all prophecy concentre? (Luke 24: 25, 26.) What two 
characteristics of the kingdom did it declare? Which feature 
was not generally accepted by the Jewish mind? To what 
great object had all prophecy reference? (v. 71.) Should 
verse 72 be connected with the preceding, or with verse 69? 
To whom had his mercy been pledged? Describe the scene 
of the formal covenant (Gen. 15: 9-11, 17, 18). With ref- 
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erence to what service was all this provision made? (v. 74.) 
What kind and length of service does God expect of us? (v.75.) 
Is it a reasonable or unreasonable expectation in view of the 
provision he has made for it? Who suffers loss if we fail 
to render it? What is the difference between holiness and 
righteousness? Which here refers more particularly to the 
conduct, and which to the affections? Was Zacharias’ chief 
joy in his child religious or patertial ? (vs. 76, 77.) In what 
relative measure must these emotions be ever held? (Matt. 
10: 37.) When the two affections are in proper adjustment, 
how great sacrifice will parents willingly make? (1 Sam. 
1:28; Gen. 22:10.) Describe the custom to which refer- 
ence is“Miade ia tte preparation of the way.” 
means may we prepare our own hearts for the Saviour’s fuller 
incoming? How may we prepare others for his reception? 
What attribute of God is revealed in every circumstance 
relative to redemption ? (v. 78.) Im what parable trio is his 
yearling compassion most graphically set forth? (Luke 15.) 
How issin and death and righteousness and life symbolized 
in nature? (v. 79.) Who alone prefer darkness? To what 
extent are we all guilty before God? (John 3: 19.) 


BLACKBOARD HINTS. 
Goon NEws 
THROUGH THE TENDER MERCY OF OUR GOD. 





KNOWLEDGE OF SALVATION, | 
LIGHT IN DARKNESS, , 
GUIDANCE INTO THE WAY OF PEACE. 
| 





THE OATH WHICH HE SWARE TO OUR FATHERS. | 


| 





SERVE THE LORD | 
dietlieen | 
IN HOLINESS. 
IN RIGHTEOUSNESS. 
ALL THE DAYS OF YOUR LIFE. 


HE HATH REMEMBERED HIS 
COVENANT FOREVER. 


HE HATH REDEEMED HIS PEOPLE. 


AND THOU, CHILD, SHALT BE CALLED —? 





ILLUSTRATION HINTS. 


When an English garrison, during the Indian mutiny, was 
besieged in Lucknow, and was almost momentarily expecting 
the fall of the city, a sick woman started up from her slumber, 
crying, “ We’resaved! Dinna ye hear the music? They’re com- 
ing! They’re coming!” No one else could hear that music ; 
yet, in a few hours, a relieving force arrived, and the garrison 
was saved. This prophecy of Zacharias is like the far-off 
music of the coming salvation. Compare in Motley’s Dutch 
Republic the account of the relief of Leyden. The state of 
the world before the coming of Christ may be compared to 
that of shipwrecked men clinging to a rock in the midst of the 
sea. There is no safety for them where they are, and no 
safety in themselves. With what joyous eyes is it that they 
behold a boat coming to their rescue from the distant land. 
So in the case of lost humanity, salvation had to be brought. 
A man crossing a heath one dark night fell intoa pit. He 
tried in vain to get out, calling loudly for assistance all the 
while. Soon people gathered to his assistance, and a rope 
was lowered to him. He grasped it, and was drawn up into 
the light. So mankind cannot be uplifted from the pit of 
sin, except by salvation brought from above. 

Like the song cof Mary, this prophecy of Zacharias tells of 
God’s faithfulness in his promises. In ancient times there 
was a beautiful rite of hospitality. Friends residing in differ- 
ent countries, gave each other emblems, on the presentation 
of which each could claim the hospitality of the other. And 
when they both were dead, the son of one could call upon the 
son of the other for the same hospitality by presenting his 
emblem. The promises made to the father were fulfilled to 
the son. So down through the ages the Jews waited for thé 
fulfillment of the promises made to Abraham. But to us it 
is given to see in clearer light their complete fulfillment, and 
how that came neither too late nor too soon. 

A band of fugitives were crossing an eastern desert. The 
night was dark, buf they determined to push on. Soon they 
lest their way, and had to spend the night in anxiety and 
fear. It seemed as if the night would never pass. But 
almost all at once the sun arose, bringing daylight, and show- 
ing the way of safety. Not one of them ever forgot that sun- 
rising. So to us, in our wanderings, the dayspring has arisen, 
pointing out the way of safety. Illustrate by the case of a 
man in an open boat, or a traveler crossing a moor at night, 
and uncertain of his way. A cloud passes from the sky, and 


By whet 


Old, p. 86, ¢ 333,—The Passing Cloud ; Gotthold’s Emblems, 


Compare, also, Isaiah 59: 9-11 arid 1 John 2: 8-11, which 
might very well be read in the class as illustrating the last 
two verses of the lesson. 

Salvation Brought.—See Bertram’s Homiletic Cyclopzdia, 
p. 416, 2 2417,—God’s Amnesty ; ? 2422,—Salvation Offered 
to All; Spencer’s Things New and Old, p. 179, ? 688,—Salva- 
tion is the Lord’s ; Cawdray’s Treasury of Similes, pp. 318- 
320,—Emblems of Salvation; Foster’s Prose Illustrations, 
First Series, p. 645, % 4879,— The Cost of Redemption; 
2 4885 ; An Allegory of Redemption ; p. 571, 3 5175,—Salva- 
tion a Gift; Second. Series, p. 659, 3 11,343,—The Joy of 
Redemption, 

Promises Fulfilled—See Foster's Prose Illustrations, First 
Series, p. 254, 2 2115,—A Promise Kept; Bertram’s Homi- 
letic Cyclopedia, p. 619, 3 3699,—God’s Time Best ; Bowes’s 
Illustrative Gatherings, First Series, p. 269,—A Draft on 
Heaven ; p. 309,—The Two Rabbis ; Second Series, pp. 311- 
313,—Emblems of the Promises. 

Darkness Dispelled.—See Bertram’s Homiletic Cyclopedia, 
p. 424, 3 2451,—The Dayspring ; Spencer’s Things New and 


No. 41,—The Sun-dial; No. 92,—The Sun; Foster’s Prose 
Illustrations, First Series, p. 161, 3 1250,—Darkness Em- 
blematical ; 3 1253,—An Incident at Sea, Second Series, p. 
659, 3 11; 345,—The Lost Gem; Bush’s Illustrations, p. 601, 
—The Daughter of Pandeyan. 


ORIENTALISMS OF THE LESSON. 
BY PROFESSOR ISAAC H. HALL. 


Though the lessons of this quarter are taken from the 
most sober, cultured, and careful historian of all the Evan- 
gelists, yet he alone of the four recorded the four songs, the 
immortal hymns, which form the body of four lessons together, 
commencing with the one of last week. Here is food for 
much reflection, and that not without profit; but the hint 
cannot be followed farther now. 
Like the last, the hymn of the present lesson has been 
sung by the Christjan church in all ages. Many readers are 
accustomed to sing it in their morning service at church, and 
to read its name “ Benedictus ;” which is its opening word 
retained from the Latin Bible. If they will look in the 
English prayer book, they will see that the Magnijicat (Lesson 2) 
and the Nunc Dimittis (Lesson 5) are still in their older place 
in the order for Evening Prayer. But the curious can hunt 
the matter up in the treatises in the old liturgies. Lately, 
in going over an ancient manuscript Syriac Lectinary, the 
writer has found this Benedictus directed to be sung at several 
different times in the year. It hada place in the regular 
liturgical singing-books of the Syrian Church. In one of 
the ancient collections of the Greek Christians it occurs in 
this abbreviated form : 
“ There hath looked upon [or, visited] us" 

From on high our own Saviour, 

Dayspring of daysprings ; 

And we in darkness and shadow 

Did find the truth ; 

For indeed of the Virgin 

Was born the Lord.” 
In this form it was used as a stanm for matins of Christmas 
Day, after that day came to be celebrated as now on Decem- 
ber 25; but far, very far, back into “Old Style” of the 
calendars. Technically, it was one of the “ exaposteilaria.” 
If the reader thinks it strange that this shortened form con- 
tains a little superfluous matter, let him compare the four- 
teenth Psalm as it stands in our common English Bible with 
its form in the English prayer-book, or in that of the Ameri- 
can Protestant Episcopal Church. 

This form of the old song contains one other (perhaps 
chance) allusion which should not pass unnoticed. The feast 
of the dedication (see John 10: 22) was celebrated on the 
25th Kislew (Chisleu according to the old spelling), which 
answered to the 25th December. The dedication commemo- 
rated the purification of the temple after its defilement by 
Antiochus Epiphanes. This is what the secular newspapers 
notice every year as it comes round, earlier now than formerly, 
by its name Chanukah, or dedication. It was instituted by 
Judas Maccabseus in B. C. 164. In the first book of the 
Maccabees it is called “the dedication of the altar.” Josephus, 
and the later Jews as well, call it also “the feast of lights.” 
Although the prevailing opinion is that this day was chosen 
to celebrate the birth of Jesus because it was then the day of 
the winter solstice—which now occurs on the 21st by the pre- 
cession of the equinoxes—and a convenient time for 4 mid- 
winter festival, yet it is not unlikely that the early Christians 
had in mind the dedication of the true temple, which is the 
body of Christ. So this old-dispensation song as uttered by 
Zacharias prophesied the incarnation, but in the mouth of the 
early oriental Christians proclaimed also the manner of its 
miraculous fulfillment. The feast of lights was now cele- 
brated as the true and joyous dayspring. 

The whole song is both Jewish and oriental generally. 
Time would be wasted, however, in picking out its particulars. 
And even then we should fall far short of its better contents: 
its magnificent summary of Old Testament hopes for the 








the pole-star is seen. Then he knows the way of safety. 


the literal Israel. In the Syriac version the “horn of salva- 
tion ” becomes the “ horn of deliverance,” or liberation from 
captivity. So also, “as he spake by the mouth,” etc., 
is nearly to the purport “as he spake by words in the mouth,” 
etc. “Since the world began,” also, as indeed in the Greek, 
means “ from of old ;” in the true oriental conception of the 
world as a succession of ages, not as acreated thing. Nothing 
here refers to the creation, but to the course of prophesy 
from its earliest beginning. “Saved from our enemies,” 
again, means delivered, as if from captivity; but “ our 
enemies” is “the lords of our infamy:” and is almost the 
same as “ our bee]zebubs.” 

It ought not to be omitted that Zacharias speaks through- 
out not only as the Oriental and the Jew, but as the Jewish 
priest. The natural way in which the Old Testament phrases 
roll off his tongue is what might be expected from one whose 
lips should keep knowledge ; but the opening sentence of his 
song embodies a portion of one of the well-known prayers of 
the Great Synagogue. That prayer runs thus: “ Yet let come 
the Branch thy Servant; exalt his horn through thy salva- 
tion.” And the expression “thy salvation” is almost “ thy 
Jesus :” it is quite the same as the unvocalized Syriac form. 
Another ancient Jewish prayer concludes thus: “ Yet mayest 
thou be pleased, O Lord, to humiliate our enemies, both 
outer and inner, that we may do thy will with our whole 
heart.” 


But more than this, this song, especially in the “horn” and 
the “dayspring,” includes the idea of many of the short prayers 
for the coming of the “ Branch.” In several places the word 
for “‘ Branch” is rendered in the Septuagint by the word for 
“ dayspring ;” the same word which is here used by Zacha- 
rias. It is not easy in a short paper to unfold the matter 
completely ; but it is plain enough to the student that’ by the 
“ dayspring ” the Evangelist Luke, if not the priest-prophet 
Zacharias, thought not only? of such passages as Isaiah 9 : 2, 
but of all those prophecies in which the Branch is foretold. 
And with them also, as just hinted, the priest-prophet prob- 
ably had sundry ancient prayers in his mind. On the other 
hand, some of the Great Synagogue prayers speak of the 
Branch when the context shows that they mean the day- 
spring as well. The margin of our English Bible gives the 
alternative rendering ‘‘ branch,” but of course cannot state 
its reasons. Lightfoot brings together a number of proofs 
for his own idea of the passage; which idea he expresses 
thus: “I would confidently render, ‘Sprout from on high.’ 
Only there follows ‘to give light, etc.” “Sprout,” stem, 
plant, and the like, are synonyms for branch. Lightfoot 
adds: “ And Christ may well be called ‘the Sprout from on 
high’ in antithesis to that sprout from beneath, through 
which the human race perished ; namely, the forbidden tree 
in paradise.” 

The dayspring lets a little light into another corner of the 
oriental service ; though it ends in making the surrounding 
darkness rather thicker. In the Octoéchi, or those hymn- 
books of the early church which contained hymns sung to a 
certain tone, and used in the office for the Lord’s Day, there 
are more than a hundred hymns called Anatolika, Some 
authorities consider this term to mean dayspring hymns, 
from anatole, the Greek. word for dayspring in our lesson. 
Others, however, attribute them all to Anatolius as their 
author, and claim that they derive their name from him. 
Others still, that Anatolius merely collected them; fer it is 
certain that some of them, at least, were sung before Anato- 
lius’s day. The hymns would still be named for the man 
who was named for the dayspring. But this Anatolius is 
confessedly a person of existence somewhat shadowy. It has 
been hinted that he was a kind of Christian Orpheus, a 
name of a personage perhaps real, but so shrouded in fable 
as to be past finding out in fact. A very ancient note in an 
Octoéchus states that he was a patriarch of the fifth century, 
and presided over the council of Constantinople which con- 
demned the Eutychian heresy. Whether all this is true or 
not, he may have lived in Constantinople. He could 
scarcely have been the bishop of Laodicea of that name, of 
the third century, nor the noted professor of Law at Beirit, 
in the fourth century. 

Other ancient hymns are attributed to Anatolius, of which 
many commemorate Jesus’ rising before the dawn on the 
third day after his burial. This, however, does not make 
them resurrection hymns in the sense of Easter-day hymns; 
but simply Lord’s Day, Sunday, or first-day-of-the-week 
hymns. To make the matter quite clear would require an 
extended account of the hymns and rituals of the ancient 
branches of the church. It is noticeable, however, that the 
“church year” is not so well defined in the early liturgies 
as the church week. The same thing is to be seen in those 
Eastern churches which have kept an ancient ritual in use 
till its language has ceased to be “understanded of the 
people.” The prayer books of both the Nestorians and the 
Maronites—of which the former, in their present shape, are 
the more ancient—show the days of the week on the surface 
of the “order.” The festivals for the Christian year are not 
generally noted in the prayer books which are put into the 
hands of the people; a list of saints’ days at the end of the 





redeemed of God, who still appear only under the guise of 





book takes their place, 























A A ee 

















~——— 
es ee 


















































SL 

















































































































ae 























NY 


























































































































































_THE SUNDAY SOHOOL TIMES. 





BOOKS AND WRITERS. 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


{|All publications received will be promptly noticed under this head. 
The intereata of our readers will guide us in making farther notice.) 


BOOKS. 


Consecrated Women. By Claudia. 12mo, pp. 344. London: Hodder 
and Stoughton, A ee 





On the Threshoid, By Theedors T. Munger, 16mo, pp. 228. Boston: 
HH 


aig htois, lin, & Co. Price, rT v0. 
Stories o of the Sea Told by f@allors. By KE. EK. Hale. no? with fronvtis- 
piece, pp 32. Boston: Roberts Brothers. Price, $1 vv 
The Lord's Prayer: seven homilies. By Washington oo 16mo, 
pp. 192. Boston: Houghton, Mifflin, & Co. Price, $1.00 
Christmas Day, and all the Year. (“ Christian Register’ Stories.) 16mo, 
lilustiated, pp. 408. Boston: Geo. H. Bilis, Price, $1.00. 
The Tempter Behind. By the ruthor of Israel Mort,Overman. 16mo, 
illustrated, pp. vil, 302, Boston: D, Lothrop & Uo. Price, $1.25. 
ban, Story of the Unl'ed States Navy for Boys. By Benson J. Lossing, 
I 


aD _ illustrated, pp. 418. New York: s.arper and Brothers. 


Price, $17 

Goethe's Mother: correspondence with Goethe, Lavater, Wieland, and 
cthers ‘lraoslated trom ihe Geman, w th the addition of biograph- 
ical sketches ard Lotes by Alfred 8. Gibbs. 8vo, illustrated, pp. xix, 
265. New York: Dodd, Mead, & Co. Price, $2.50. 

[lios, the City and Country of the Trojans: the results of researches and 
discoveries ou the site ot ble J ana throughout the Troad in ~~ 
18 1-79; including an avtoblograpby of tbe author. By Dr. k 7 
Sclilie mann, With a preface, appendices, and notes, by Rudolp. 
Vircbow, Max Muller, A. H. Sayce, J. P. Manaffy, etc. With mate, 
plans, and about 1800 iliusiravions, 4to, pp. xv . 800. New York: 


Harper aud Brothers. Price, $7.00. 
PAMPHLETS. 


Pastoral Davs, By W. Hamilton arom Ato, illustrated. New York: 
Harper & Brothers. Price, $/.5 


Election: Gracious. Sovereign, Glorious. By James W. Wil)marth. 
Small lémy, pp. 89. Phgadelphia: Grant, Faires, aud Rodgers. 

A Confidential Agent: a novel. By James Payn. (Franklin Square 
Liorary.) 4to, pp. &9. New York: Marper and sroihers. rrice, 
15 cv. uts, 

Doty; with fllustrations of courage, patience, and endurance. T 
Samuel Saou. es, LL.V. author of Seif Hep, (Franklin Square L 


brary.) 4.0, pp. 68. New York: Harper and Brothers, Price, 15 
cents, 


The Origin of Species; or. Causes of the Phenomena of Organic Bpyre: 
a course of six iectures By Thomas H. Huxiey, , F. 
(Humbvidt L brary of Popuiar Science Literature.) 4to,” pp. 28, 

ew York: J. Fitzgerald & Co. Price, 15 cents. 


The Personal Life of David Livingetone, LL.D., D.C.L.; chiefly from 


his unpublished Jou:vais and correspondence in th 


his family. By Wiliam Garde: Biaikie, ».D., LL. itn portrait 


and map. 8vo, pp. xix, 504. New York: Harper and Brotwers. 


Lange’s great commentary did not include the Apoc- 
rypha. But the American edition of that commentary 
is now made complete by an original translation of the 
Apocrypha, with extended critical and explanatory notes 
corresponding with those in the other volumes of this 
series as edited by Dr. Schaff. That The Apocrypha of 
the Old Testament contained in the Septuagint are no 
part of the Holy Scriptures is the testimony of the Hebrew 
canon, confirmed by the most learned and sagacious of 
the Fathers, by theologians such as Gregory the Great, 
Bede, Cardinals Ximenes and Caietan, and the leaders of 
the Reformation, and by the sound instinct and clear 
spiritual insight of the most intelligent Christians gener- 
ally. The action of the Council of Trent, in declaring 
them canonical, was taken against much opposition, and 
is only to be ascribed to defective scholarship and party 
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as well as his special introductions to the different books, 


Scribner’s Sons. Price, $5 00.) 


the best usefulness, are the most beautiful. And we do 
not doubt the delight with which many an ingenuous 
young couple, all enraptured with the pleasures of hope, 
will bow like the lovers of Rimini over its beautiful pages 
and congratulate each other that the beautiful should be 
so simple, 80 inexpensive. One word of timely caution to 





an eseliahs guide. On’ every point, he has availed him- | been done in this line for Mr. Gibson’s book, by the 
self of the best existing helps. His introductory “ Review | veteran printer, Mr. David Lewis. Indeed, the volume 
of Jewish History in the Persian and Greek Periods,” | is a treasure which every lover of art or of nature might 
and essay on “ The Origin, Character and Scope, and | be glad to possess. (Large 4to,in an ornamented box. 
History of the Apocryphal Books of the Old Testament,” | New York: Harper and Brothers. Price, $7.50.) 
contain much interesting and valuable matter. Anim-| The large and cultured class of readers, who appreciate 
| portant gap in English theological literature has been | the charm of a quiet and uneventful story of home-life, 
filled by this work. (Royal 8vo. New York: Charles |*imply and naturally told, will welcome The Two Miss 
Jean Dawsons, by Margaret M. Robertson, whose audience 
is already secured, among all who read Janet’s Love and 
The pleasantest characteristic of Mr. Clarefce Cook in | Service. The Two Miss Jeans are aunt and niece, who 
his immediate line as an author—when he is not an en- | live in a little Scottish seaport, where the first, an honest, 
raged critic—is that he writes like a very bright, pleasant- | God-fearing woman, has known what it is to struggle 
humored gentleman, well informed on his subject. One | With privation and hardship, while the second is born to 
with a house to furnish may well desire to pass a day with | Wealth and luxury. The same strain of nobleness, strength 
so agreeable and sensible a companion, to look over his | Of character, and steadfast waiting on God, inheres in 
portfolio of exquisite drawings, enjoy observing his harm- | both, so that we come to regard each Jean as a real per- 
less raptures, and hear him try to give the reasons by | 800. There are several love-stories touching and inter- 
which he would justify a beautiful thing in being beau- | twining with the narrative much as love-stories do before 
tiful. You may not be any truer judge of /o kalon after | OUr eyes every day, and they are all brought to a happy 
it than before; but you will know your own mind about conclusion. 
it better ; and that is the main thing, after all, when you thoroughly wholesome teaching, we commend this book 
are about to have an interview with the cabinet-maker. | #8 one of the best of the year. Its quaint style reminds 
There is a good and wholesome general principle running | 48 Pleasantly of the earlier work of Mrs. Oliphant, 
through Mr. Cook’s book,— The House Beautiful,—to wit, | (12mo, pp. 351. 
that plain, simple things, constructed with reference to | Price, $1.50.) 


For keen analysis, fine portraiture, and 


New York: A. D. F. Randolph & Co, 





There was much in our Centennial Exposition of 1876 
that was worthy of more than a passing notice. Even 
its catalogues had a value beyond the hour. But the 
illustrated report of Walter Smith, of Massachusetts, on 
the Industrial Art of that Exposition, as published by 


our young friends: Do not judge that the plain and sim- 
ion ot | Ple thing must needs be cheap, On the contrary, the 
elaborate and monumental structure, magnificent with 


Gebbie and Barrie, had a place quite by itself in its com- 
pleteness, elegance, and artistic finish. It both illustrated 
and described the best things in its line from all the 
manufactories of the world represented in the Expo- 


much jig-saw work, which you get ready made at the 
furniture-shop, will perhaps be cheaper than the plain 
and simple thing which you have made to order from 
Mr. Cook’s drawings. Nevertheless, Mr. Cook will not 
have written in vain; for by and by, when the existing 
stock in the cabinet-shops has been sold off, his sensible 
notions will have penetrated the manufacturing mind, 
and the pretty things will have become the fashion, and 
will be turned out cheap and multitudinous by machinery, 
and the wsthetic millennium will be at hand. Only we 
must expect that as soon as the beautiful thing is made 
cheap, Mr. Ruskin and Mr. Eastlake will begin to rail at 
it as hideous, and then you will see Mr. Clarence Cook 


521. 


apd charges them with interested motives. The House 
Beautiful is so far from being a novelty that we have not 
felt it needful to describe it in detail. The dress in which 


sition. That work is now re-published by R. Worthing- 
ton, under the misleading title of Examples of Household 
Taste, Such a work ought to stand on its merits; and 
the merits in this case are considerable. But it is not 
fair to give a purchaser the idea that in this book he 
has a general work on household art, or on articles of 
household adornment. (Large 4to, illustrated, pp. xi, 
New York: R. Wwentiengeen. 


Price, $6 00.) 


The fourth in a specially valuable series of short biog- 
raphies of the Good Women of History, Elizabeth Chris- 
tine, by Catharine E. Hurst, is a book which rewards 
the reader, and is rich in those materials and suggestions 
in another aspect, when he replies to their criticisms, | which stimulate thought and elevate character. Elizabeth, 
the amiable, virtuous, and neglected wife of Frederick 
the Great, set to all women the high example of the 
beauty of cleaving to duty for its own sake, and of being 


spirit. But, though no part of the Bible, these books | it “comes out” in this its second season, is rich and taste- 


have claims of another character upon our attention. 


Their incorporation with the Septuagint and translation | 4%0 


in the principal versions of the Scriptures, have given 
them a wide currency in the church, which has left an in- 
effaceable impress in Christian literature. They have fur- 
nished themes for hymns, and texts for sermons, and have 
added their embellishment to the most stately Protestant 


Scribner's Sons. Price, $4.00.) 


No woodcut illustrations Mee ‘enstind more admira- 





published during the last year in Harper’s Magazine from 


liturgies. Go where you will in the famed galleries of | the designs of W. Hamilton Gibson, in connection with 


Europe, and some scene from Judith, Tobit, or the 
Maccabees, greets you from the canvass of a great master. 
They are the most important literary monument, too, of 
the Jewish people, in the period from the close of the 
canon to the Ohristian era; they furnish the sole his- 
torical record of an important chapter in that people’s 
history; they contain much that is wise and much that 
is eloquent ; and even in their most extravagant fiction 
and their shallowest philosophy they depict faithfully 
the life and temper of-the times. Altogether, they de- 
mand a place in the library of every scholar. The 
translation of the Apocrypha in the Bible of 1611 is 
written for the most part in that beautiful and majestic 
English which is so characteristic of our authorized ver- 
sion. Were we reading these books simply for pleasure, 
we should hardly be willing to desert the old translation. 
But, though there is no comparison between the impor- 

tance of a revision in the two cases, similar reasons exist 
for revision in the apocryphal and in the genuine books. 
A much more correct Greek text can be established now 
than in the time of King James; and modern scholarship 
detects even more inaccuracies in the translation of the 
Apocrypha than in that of the Greek Testament. Dr. 
Bisse!l has spared no pains to supply these deficiencies. 
Taking Friizsche’s excellent edition of the text (Leipzig, 
1871) as the basis of his work, he has noticed still more 
jully the various readings, and has gathered fresh 
material, especially from the new edition of the Vatican 
manuscript. In interpretation, he follows pretty closely 
the manual of Fritzsche and Grimm (Leipzig, 1851-60),— 


his sketches of New England scenery and life. With all 
the different engravers employed on these illustrations, 
the drawings of the artist have succeeded in carrying a 
very atmosphere into all the work, beyond anything 
before shown in this department of art. These illustra- 
tions, with the sketches they accompany, and more be- 
sides, are now reproduced, in better shape and style than 
ever, in Pastoral Days ; or, Memories of a New England 
Year—a handsome large quarto volume, which has hardly 
a rival in the beautiful holiday books of this season. Mr. 
Gibson is a rare poet-artist. The very design of his book 
is a poem, and some of his single illustrations are poems 
which thrill the heart in their study. The four seasons 
of the year—which mark the main divisions of the book 
—are poetically typified in the bursting chrysalis as 
Spring, or The Awakening ; in the full-fledged butterfly 
as Summer, or The Consummation ; in the grub enclosing 
itself, as Autumn, or The Waning; and in the cocoon as 
Winter, or The Sleep; each season-type occupying the 
centre of a full page, with surroundings of fitting natural 
scenery. The opening illustration of Spring gives one a 
study and a taste of nature hardly to be equaled in a visit 
to one’s favorite brookside haunts in the month of May. 
There is absolutely nothing like this book in its sphere. 
Its page is a delight, in paper, type, and printing. Indeed, 
as a piece of book-making, there have been few such speci- 
mens as this in America. Only those who are familiar 
with the printers’ art understand how much depends on 
good press-work in reproducing the choicest * wood- 
engravings. There could hardly be better work than has 





fal, and very becoming to its maturer charms. (Small 
, with over 100 illustrations. New York: Charles 


tion for their delicacy of design and execution than those 


brave and cheerful under circumstances of sorrow and 
depression. The author has gleaned information from 
many sources, and has told her story in a way which is 
not less artistic than interesting. This is an excellent 
book for young ladies. (16mo, pp. 253. New York: 
Phillips & Hunt. Peles, $1.25.) 


Mr. Samuel Smiles is an author who has made the 
world of books richer by several volumes of sterling 
merit. Without claiming high literary rank, they com- 
bine instruction with wholesomeness, in a degree that 
many books of far greater pretensions might well envy. 
Mr. Smiles’s new volume, Duty, is excellent throughout, 
and is especially to be commended as a treasury of anec- 
dote and illustration, on the general themes of fidelity 
and patient endurance. (12mo, cloth, pp. 412. New 
York: Harper & Brothers. Price, $1 00.) 





LITERARY NOTES AND NEWS. 


Professor Georg Ebers’s vivid portraitures of old 
Egyptian life are to be increased by a new story, entitled 
Der Kaiser, describing Alexandrian life in the time of the 
Emperor Hadrian. 


_ A new devotional book by Miss Anna Warner, with 
the title What Aileth Thee? will be published immedi- 
ately by A. D. F. Randolph & Oo. The book consists of 
meditations on a selection of Scripture passages having 
reference to human sorrow. 





A little pamphlet with the title Three Hundred Topics 
for Prayer Meetings, is issued by the International Com- 
mittee of Young Men’s Christian Associations, New 
York. It comprises topics for social prayer for every 
day in the year, Sundays excepted, and gives appropriate 
Scripture selections to be read with them. Its cost is five 
cents a copy, or fifty cents a dozen. 


Among recent additions to J. Fitzgerald & Co,’s 
Humboldt Library of Popular Science, the reprint of 
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Mrs. Norman Lockyer’s translation of Flammarion’s 


Wonders of the Heavens, is worthy of note, alihough 
the illustrations will not materially assist the reader. 
The latest reprint in this series is that of Professor 
Huxley’s well-known six lectures on the Origin of Species. 


A seasonable addition has been made to I. K. Funk 
& Oo.’s Standard Series in the shape of a complete set of 
the Christmas stories of Charles Dickens, which are issued 
in two numbers of octavo size. The same firm announce 
for immediate publication a reprint of Godet’s Commen- 
tary on Luke, which will be given free to every subscriber 
to their Preacher and Homiletic Monthly. The premium 
is worth more than the magazine which it is to aid in 
carrying. 


WORK AND WORKERS. 


—__»—_—_—- 


WORKERS IN COUNCIL. 


—A meeting of the Executive Committee of the Penn- 
. sylvania State Sunday-school Association was held in 
Philadelphia, December 30, 1880. The chairman, Mr. 
W. L. Woodcock, reported that the outlook for 1881 was 
very encouraging, and that the superintendents of the 
state were co-operating actively with the committee in 
the attempt to secure complete county organization in 
time for all counties of the state to be represented at the 
International Convention to be held in Toronto, Canada, 
in June, 1881. 


—In connection with the anniversary of the Methodist 
Episcopal Sunday-school Union held in Youngstown, 
Ohio, December 11-14, there was held a Sunday-school 
congress, the seventeenth of the series begun by Dr. J. H. 
Vincent several years ago. Among the speakers were 
the Rev. Dr. O. N. Sims, of Syracuse University ; the Rev. 
Dr. J. Williamson, of Chicago; the Rev. A. H. Gillet, of 
Grand Rapids, Michigan; and Mr. Lewis Miller, of 
Akron, Ohio, who delivered an address on “Sunday-school 
Architectur’.”” The congress adjourned on the afternoon 
of Tuesday, December 14, without fixing the time or 
place of next meeting. 


—Among the exercises of the thirteenth annual Sun- 
day-school convention of Maryland, held at Baltimore, 
December 14-16, 1880, was an address on “A good 
teacher,” by a superintendent, followed by an address on 
“A good superintendent,” by a teacher. Several promi- 
nent Sunday-school workers were present ; among others 
the Rev. Dr. 0. A. Stork, the Rev. Dr. Thomas Guard, the 
Rev. B. T. Vincent, and Mr. J. B. Phipps. At the con- 
cluding meeting a conference was held on the subject: 
“ What have I learned at this convention?” and after an 
address by the Rev. Dr. John Leyburn, the convention 
was brought to a close. 

—At the thirteenth national convention of the Sun- 
day-schools of Scotland, held in the late autumn at 
Inverness, the Rev. E. B. Blyth, of Edinburgh, speak- 
ing on the essential qualifications of a Sunday-school 
teacher, insisted that these were at least five, namely, that 
the teacher should be (1) a true Christian ; (2) a person 
of good common sense; (3) one prepared to war with 
indolence ; (4) a person knowing something about chil- 
dren; and (5) one possessed of some knowledge of 
teaching. Another speaker declared that three victories 
yet remained to be won in Scotland. These were a 
claim on the large mine of intellect and education yet 
unemployed in the Sunday-school field ; the enlistment 
of riper experience, too many of the laborers being quite 
young ; and access to the purse of the church. The last 
meeting, which was held in the Music Hall, was presided 
over by the Earl of Aberdeen, who gave a short address 
on the rise and progress of Sunday-schools. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 


—At the twenty-first anniversary of the Shawmut 
Branch Sunday-school (Mass.) held on Sunday, Decem- 
ber 19, the report presented by the superintendent showed 
a total membership of 360, with an average attendance 
of 225. The services were largely attended. 


—A new building specially adapted for Sunday-school 
needs is being erected at a cost of $5,500 for the Sunday- 
school of the Hanover Street Baptist Church in Dunedin, 
New Zealand. The present numerical strength of the 
school is forty-three teachers and about five hundred 
scholars. The new school will be divided into eight class- 
rooms, and will accommodate six hundred children. 

—Missionary Gill, of the American Sunday-school 
Union in Texas, writes of a Sunday-school convention 
held on the frontier, where a new school-house, one of 
the results of a Union Sunday-school, was dedicated by 


* | Chefoo, China, it is stated that 
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the Union missionary, as the superintendent insisted it 
ought to be. The superintendent is a graduate of John 
Wanamaker’s Bethany Sunday-school in Philadelphia, 
and the missionary wishes there were many more of these 
graduates in Texas. 


—At the First Congregational Church of Mansfield, 
Ohio, on December 19, 1880, more than $300 was raised 
to purchase a resupply of books for the Sunday-school 
library. The committee have corresponded with forty 
leading churches, asking their catalogue with the very 
best bocks carefully marked. From this and other com- 
petent sources the new catalogue is to be made, and addi- 
tions are to be added hereafter of the best books as they 
appear. 


—It-is not many Sunday-schools that can celebrate 
their fifty-third anniversary. This privilege was taken 
advantage of by the Sunday-school of the Clarence Street 
Baptist Church, Boston, on the evening of Sunday, 
December 19. The exercises were opened with an invo- 
cation, followed by reading of the Scriptures, prayer, 
and singing. The secretary, Mr. George F. Underwood, 
presented his annual report, which showed a total mem- 
bership of 438, including six officers and thirty-five 
teachers. The superintendent, Mr. Eben. Shute, in com- 
menting on the report, explained that it was customary 
every three months to strike from the list the names of 
those scholars who had not been present during the quar- 
ter, so that the figures represented the actual number of 
the school. It was also reported that the sum of $545 98 
had been raised by the scholars during the year, all of 
which, since the church supports the school, had been 
expended through various missionary and charitable 
agencies. The exercises were closed with prayer and 
benediction. 


MISSIONS. 


—From Tahiti it is reported that the restrictions im- 
posed upon missionary labor since the establishment of 
the French protectorate have now nearly all been 
removed, and that the beneficial effect of this measure 
has already made itself felt in the increasing success of 
the work. 


—It is little more than three years since the first native 
Christian denomination was formed in Japan, under the 
title of the United Church of Christ. This church, which 
now includes twenty-one congregations, with 1415 mem- 
bers, of whom 244 were added during the last year, 
maintains an active Home Missionary Society which has 
sent out several missionaries to the darker parts of the 
country. 

—In the report just issued of the British Consul at 
a change has come over 
the attitude of both the educated and uneducated classes, 
with respect to the doctrines of the New Testament. 
Indifference and hostility are giving way to respectfal 
attention. This change is attributed by the missionaries 
to the generosity of the Christians toward the starving 
multitudes during the late famine. 


—The following summary of American mission work 
in Siam and Burmah is from the December number 
of The Gospel in All Lands. “The American Pres- 
byterian and the American Baptist are the only de- 
nominstions carrying on mission work in Siam. The 
work of the Presbyterians is confined to the Siamese and 
the Leos, and the work of the Baptists to the Chinese. 
The Presbyterian mission among the Siamese has five 
American ministers, two native licentiates, nine Ameri- 
can female missionaries, ten native lay missionaries, a 
hundred and fifty-seven communicants, forty-eight boys 
and forty-four girls in the boarding-school, a hundred 
and eighteen boys and a hundred and eight girls in the 
day-schools, The Presbyterian missions among the Laos 
has two American missionaries, one American male and 
five American female lay missionaries, two native lay 
missionaries, forty-nine communicants, eighteen girls in 
the boarding-school, three boys and seven girls in the 
day-school. The Baptist mission to the Chinese in Siam 
reports six. churches, five out-stations, two ordained 
preachers, four unordained preachers, one colporteur, 
seven chapels and about four hundred and twenty-five 
members. The American Baptists have about four hun- 
dred churches in Barmah with a membership of over 
20,000, and the greatest portion of these churches are 
self-sustaining, and many are supporting missionaries.” 


EVANGELISM. 


—How a teacher may be taught by his scholar was 
illustrated lately in the experience of a missionary of 
the American Sunday-school Union in Texas. Meeting a 
colored boy who had been a constant attendant upon one 
ot his schools ever since it was organized, the scholar 





said : “I’se goin’ to be baptized i into de ‘canta with some 
more, all from de Sunday-school. Next Sunday I picks 
cotton and does other work, and prays all de time.” The 
missionary writes: “So the Lord carries home his truth 
to the hearts of these poor plantation negroes. I taught 
him how to believe, and to pray without ceasing, and now 
he teaches me.” He adds: “Since I wrote, I have organ- 
ized several new Sunday-schools, and visited and aided 
others, especially colored schools,—teaching them how 
they should be conducted.” 


—Since February, 1877, the St. Giles Christian Mis- 
sion of London, England, has been making special effurts 
to reclaim the convicted thieves of that city. At the 
annual supper held in London in December, 1880, some 
interesting particulars regarding the work were given, 
from which the following is condensed. ‘The work 
grew out of their ordinary mission work. After some 
special mission services attended by some of the criminal 
class, two of them remained behind, and gave evidence 
of having been seriously impressed with what they had 
heard. They were set to work at wood chopping; one 
of them has for the last twelve months been engaged as 
Christian missionary by a private gentleman in the 
suburbs, and has been very considerably useful in that 
capacity. In time other men followed, and it became 
requisite to find them work. The work thus found was 
various. They were employed at knife-grinding machines, 
ice-barrows, baskets and barrows of fruit, ginger-beer 
manufacture, coal-carrying, as shoeblacks, and in many 
other capacities. It was then found necessary to provide 
a suitable home where the men could be comfortably 
housed out of the way of temptation. The present home, 
No. 10 Brook Street, Holborn, provides sleeping accom- 
modation for forty men. In 1878 Mr. Wheatley was 
employed to meet the men as they came out of jail, and 
invite them to breakfast, for the purpose of inducing them 
to turn over a new leaf if so disposed. The number of 
men discharged from Ooldbathfields Prison in two years 
and five months was 24,774, and out of this total 12,993 
accepted the invitation to breakfast. Of the latter, 
between four and five thousand signed the temperance 
pledge. The number of cases taken in hand during the 
same period was 1,314. Of these, 148 were sent to sea, 
352 were provided with employment, thirty-two were sent 
to various institutions, eighty-eight were sent home, thir- 
teen were sent abroad, 647 relieved with money, clothes, 
tools, etc., and thirty-four were expelled or absconded. 
During the year ending November 18, 1880, 9,498 had 
been discharged. Of this number, 5,313 bad accepted 
breakfast, and 1,659 had signed the temperance pledge, 
leaving 326 cases to be dealt with in the manner already 
stated ; of the latter, ten had been expelled or absconded.” 


TEMPERANCE. 


—Five college branches of the Church of England 
Temperance Society, were organized in the English 
universities during November, 1880. 


—The Prohibition party in New Jersey is making 
strenuous efforts to effect a more compact party organi- 
zation iff the state, and complete separation from other 
temperance organizations. 

—Oollections for temperance literature have been taken 
up by the Good Templars of California. Half of the 
value of the gifts is returned to the donors in temperance 
literature, and the other half is handed over to the lit- 
erature department of the Women’s Christian Temper- 
ance Union. 

—The nineteenth series of winter gatherings of temper- 
ance workers at Lambeth Baths, England, was opened by 
Mr. Samuel Morley, M. P.,on November 6,1880. During 
the first month ending December 5, thirty-six meetings 
were held, with a total attendance of 32,000 persons, 261 
persons signed the total-abstinence pledge, and over 
20,000 copies of temperance publications were sold or 
given away. 


GENERAL. 


—Mr. William Groser, for now many years the senior 
secretary of the London Sunday-school Union, has retired 
from that position, after nearly forty years of valuable 
official service. 

—In their Notes on the International Lessons which 
have been adopted as an alternative course with the Edin- 
burgh Lessons, and are issued as an appendix to the 
Scottish Sabbath-school Teachers’ Magazine, the Edin- 
burgh Sunday-school Teachers’ Union have adopted the 
lessons for the four vacant Sundays of 1881, published in 
The Sunday School Times, changing them, however, to 
the twelfth Sunday, and bringing the review into the 
thirteenth, thus making in each quarter a course of 
twelve lessons, followed by a general review, 
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American $i Monthlies (or Harper's Weekly or Love} 
will be sent toc a year, post-paid; or, for $9.59. 1HE 
LIVING AGE and the St. Nic. 
nal, or Lippincoti's Monthly. 
Now is the time to subscribe, beginning with the New 
Year. Address 


- No man will be 
Herald, Boston. 


‘icholas, Lr Appleton $s Jour- 


LITTELL & CO., Boston, — 
THE 


BEST ILLUSTRATED PAPER 


FOR YOUNG PEOPLE. 


“THE PANSY.” 


Edited by Mrs. G. R. ALDEN, author of the 


Pansy Books. 


‘| WEEKLY—FIFTY OENTS A YEAR. 
Published by D. LOTHROP & CO, Boston. 


NELSON'S 


“ FAMILY EXPENSE BOOK” 


and Valuable Information for Everybody. 52 of the 
pages are ruled in columns, with a printed heading 
containing the pamesof ail the articles of daily con- 
sumption and expense to the family. Eac: page is 
adopted for the weexly expenditures, with space for 
each day’s purchases. You can atonce ascertain what 
it costs for each item, by the day, week, month, or year. 
The remaining 23 pages consisis of practical formulas 
for the household Price. 25 ceuts, bound in cloth. 
sale b. 


For 
ELSON PUBLISHING COMPANY, 
Livonia 8: reet, New York, and by booksellers. 





by sending AS 
esntaial 280 Tiustratioa 
ue and Price 





SUNLIGHT AND SHADOW 


Selling Heok over iemeed. an : vem New Work b, 


John B. ough. 


Chis grant work—now for the 14 Ot 1O thed— 
iewten ¢ with tender = thos, spicy humor, and ood things for or all 
tis outselling all other books fhree to one nistere say “Goc 
peed vt." ‘Thousands are waiting for it, and Reports fron 
— are = Si 56-65-for first week's work; one sold 36 in 
ays. 50) m ze ceenie wanted on Special Jerms, Address 
eS WORTHD GTON & &L., Publishers, Uaateonn, Comm 


aCENTS WANTED for ‘the most Compiete 


AT 





On entire Bible, iu one volume,ever published, Endeorse- 
mente by 200 ablests cholars(Send for these). Ad pted to ail: 
Literary men (embodies latest research); Sunday-school 
workers, S.udents,Children; ibook for Holidays. Jontains 
are featur: 3. Deseriptic nof P alestine; History of Apostolic 
Labors in Asia Minor; Life of St, Joh n: Tables showing time 








ot ¢ ach patriarch, prophe taad king; authorship and dates 
if books of Lible: how the earth was peopled from Noah; 
parables and miracles of Old and New Testaments; the 
cwenty-four sermons of Christ in their order; the eighteen 
miracles of the Apostles. 1020 pages. 4785 illustrations, 
i riee.&3.75. Extraterms. Selling fast. Some agents makin 
6200 to R450 permonth, A few General Ag pote vente 
DRA DLEY G RRETSON & co., 66 N. 





NICHOLS. SHEPARD & CO 


Battle Creek, Michigan, 


MANUFACTURERS OF THE ONLY GENUINE 


IBRATOR 





THRESHERS, 
Traction and Plain‘Engines 
and Horse-Powers. 


Most Cunpits Thresher Factory } Established 
the World. 


is4s8 
32 YEARS neat without chute of , “hanes 





management, or oeneam, % 
end on warranty ateen on all our pm Ng 





steam Pa Ww ER SEPARATORS, 2x 
omplete Steam Outfits of matchless qua 
Pinest Traction Engines and Plain Engines 
ever seen in the American mar 

A multitude of special features and improvements 
for 1881, together with superior qualities tn construc. 
tion and materials not dreamed of b t-+7 /_— 

Four sizes of Separators, aroma horse 
capacity, for steam or horse pow 

0 styles of “* Mounted * ‘Horse Powers. 

7 ,000 Feet of Selected | Lumber 

’ (from three to six years j air-dried) 
constantly on hand, from which is built the in- 
comparable wood- work of our ry. 


TRACTION ENGINE 


Strongest mor 13 i and efficient ever 
made. 8, 10, 13 Horse Power. 









FREE To aT 


One of our New Illustrated 
Catalogues, giving prices of 
Plain & Set Rin s, agenen, 
Chains, Spoons, Silver Ware, 
it. $10.00 gc. Illustrations given are 
exact size of ring represent- 
ed. We guarantee queey 
throughout as represente 
Will send ring to any address 
(at our risk) on receipt of 
money, and 25 cts. additional 
for registration. 

To give proper size, cuta Role 


iece of card 


Solid Gold 18 Kt. $5.00 


as near round as possible in a stiff 
board to fit the finger as you wish the ring to do, and 


enclose to us with order. No extra charge for ete 
graving either Initials, Name or Motto. Address 


“7mm. rendrick é& Son, 


4120 Fourth Ave., LOUISVILLE, KY. 
ae When writing. mention this paper. “Gal 





Farwers ‘ana Threshermen are invited to 





investigate this matchless Threshing Machinery. 
Circulars & nt fr ‘ee. Address 


~ NICHOLS, SHEPARD & Co. 4 
| Battie Creek, Michigan. 


A GREAT OFFER! So" OBGANS, 80> 
150, nae NI AM ox ranted G years. pecans Hand 

Nei Bik ENTS at BAKRGA NaS 

WA ‘. Illustrated CATA LOGU E the 

TioR ac Eg Ww ATERS & C0., 826 ‘way, N.Ve 
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A) rs] 














GET A BINDER FOR YOUR PAPER. 





| 

| 

How to earn one. S:na %c. stanp for full 

information to GOLDEN RU RB, Boston. 

WATCH ES How to earn one. tend 3c, stamp for full 
intormation to GoLDEN RULE, Boston. | 

Howto earn one. Send 3c stamp 
to GOLDEN RUL* Boston Mass | 





Sub-Bass&Oct-Couple 


$45, $55,$65,$75,$100,$125 


Ana U Pines ‘ards, Agents w anted. 
CATALOGU — 2 A oy | 8T ae he wage ORGAN 


£30 to 81,000 ; 2 19 82 Stops. Pi. 

anos S135 up. Paper free. Address 
wan'l F. Beatty, Washington, N.J, 
~ Second-hand and new 8. 8. Libraries oon ht, pght. sold, 
@& exchanged, C.M. Barnes,63 W ashington 
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THE SUNDAY SOHOOL TIMES. 











A Book for Every Superintendent. 


A MODEL SUPERINTENDEN 





The Sunday School Times. 





A sketch of the life and work of Henry P. Haven, of the International Lesson Committee, by H. Clay Trumbull, Editor of 
Price, bound in cloth, with fine steel portrait, $1.00. 


A Superintendent can hardly get for himself, at the beginning of the new year, a more helpful book than “A Model 


Superintendent.” 
are given below 


From The New York Herald. 


“ A book that should be read by all Sunday-school 
managers, Without regard to sect. 


From The New York Tribune, 


* His methods of working. which were original and 
effective, are minutely described by Mr. Trumbuil, 
aflording a valuable guide to the teacher, as well as 
an example of rare good sense and devoted energy 
applied to the cause of religious lostruction.” 


From The Bvening Transcript, Boston. 


“ The volume might with great propriety be made a 
hand-book by all Sunday-school teachers and superin- 
tendents. In fact there is no person in any condition 
in life, or any community, who could nox find precepts 
for his guidance, and ground for his encouragement in 
the lebors and suc esses of this most faithful and effec- 
tive toiler in an exceitent and worthy cause.” 
4+rom The New York Times. 


* Hundreds of superintendents and Sunday-school 
offictrs and teachers who are laboring in the same 
cau:e to-day, bave perhaps the same zeal and earnest- 
ness, bot are without the talent and sagacity to mare 
their work equally prosperous and successful. 
them Mr. Trumbull’s volume will be of great ‘we in 
the way of plan and suggestions whereby they make 
their labors more effective, while all who have an 
interest in the Sunday-school cause will find it inter- 
esting and profitable.” 

From The Boston Evening Traveller. 


“A book which should be Placed in the hands of 
every Sunday-school worker.” 


From The Philadeiphia Daily Times 


“Mr. Haven was a model superintendent because 
he possessed. in addition to the strong religious feel- 
ing necessary to the prosecution of effective Supday- 
school work, the streugth of character and the power 
ot organizing which will carry a man to the front io 
any calling—which actually did carcy him to a com- 
manding position in all relations of life. Mr. Pram- 


It shows just 





buli’s graphic description of the model suoerinten- 
dent's earnest and successful effort shows these fine 
buman qualities in full ey and the result is a 
biography that to anybody who respects a life of 
manly endeavor toward a noble end must possess a 
singular charm.” 

From The New York Graphic. 


“Mr. Tr »mbull has not given a one-sided view of Mr. 
Haven’s character, but has delineated him so that the 
reader is able to gain aciear idea of the man as he 
was, not only in the superintendency of a Sunday- 
see but as he was in all his daily walks and avoca- 

on 


From The Springfleld Republican. 

“ While interesting in is faithtul delineation of Mr. 
Haven's beautiful lifeand character a\ a whole, it is 
particularly va'uable as an ag oN pattern of Sun- 
day-school work as shcwn io M 

noe, zealous activities, and practical met! 
From The Inter-Ocean, Chicago. 


“A most valuable book. It is replete in just such 
suggestions as the Sunday-school worker needs. It is 
plain, practica!, and abounds in good common sense— 
& most valuable acquisition in teaching the young.” 


r. Haven’ te ee | 
hods.”” 


| 


what a wise Superintendent did, and just how he did it. 


From The Hartford Courant. 


“The volume is carefull ht ng in .—— a 
Uist aiantlono te aarentirs own Sega 

01 e attention e ive } 
en The story is one that will be Cos 
and it is likely from its manner and substance 
cure the wide perusal it deserves. 


From The Philadelphia Press. 

“A model for what ay bt ye special biographies, 
preserving as it does. eer portion between the 

fe of the man and his a _.% vue intelligent and 
explavatory comments which will be useful to any one 
interested in the welfare and progress of the work be- 
gun by Robert Raikes just one hundred years ago.” 
From The Providence Journal, 


“The little book tells just bow Mr. Haven became 
@ mode! superintendent both in city and country Sun- 
day schools. It in —t Lo a history of this 
method of doing good also Mr Tra not nee, =. 
Havens experie.ce, bat 
editor of The Sunday School ~, B. 

From The Otica Morning Heraid, 

“The book is an instructive one, As Mr. Trumbull 
well says in iw preface ‘the best working model for 
Sun -school superintendents is—a model superin- 
tendent.’ It shows what a man has ar onght to Foy 
omens of giving directions to show what oug 

lone,” 


From The New York Observer. 


“He was Saeed, @ mae me ntendent and this 
book tells how he e such ; it exhibits his methods, 
and gi es, besid the precise forms and exerc 


itself vom clus yh “he 
2 such va e 
Botaime be widely toa 


From The Religious Herald, Richmond, Va. 


“*The Model Superintendent’ has never been M4 
scribed in so attractive and instructive a way , in 
little volume with that title just published b v the 
Harpers, and written by H. Ciay Trumbul', the editor 
ot The Sunday Schoel Times. In sketching the lite of 
Mr. Haven. 4 Sunday-school man of extraordinary 
fit and success he has made it the means of show- 
ng, as by living demonstration, how a superintendent 

may most effectively do his noble work. and ot giv- 
ing the most stimulating and delightful encou 
ment to zeal and hope. ot only all superintenden’ ts, 
but teachers and pastors, will find the book singularly 
Pleasant and wholesome.” 


From The Christian Advocate, New York. 


“The book should go among =f tne young, and the 
teachers of the young everywher 
nen The Congregationalist, psec 

“The book ought to be in every Sabbath-school 
library, while. if some mearscould be devised by which 
deacons and other prominent lay men in general could 
ineeney digest it, the effect could not of 4 
especially happy and favorable to all good.” 
From The Examiner and Chronicle, New York. 

*“ We hardly know of a Leen which * Pleasant! 
and so tho hly introd: novice to he methods 
ot work that at been Introd: 
common-sense with which 


Mr. Haven was 


endowed, in our best regulated modern Sunday- 
schools.” 
From The Christian Union, New York. 

be Every superintendent will be profited by perusing 
this volume. 


From the Rev. Bichard Newton, D.D., of the Interna 
tional Lesson Committee. 


“I wish a copy ands of admirable little book could 
be put in the b of every superintendent and 
teacher in the country.” 


From the Rev. Warren Rendeiph, D,D., & the Inter- 
national Lesson Committee. 


“Your book must ust rendet essential service to the 
cause which Mr. Haven so truly loved.” 

From the Rev James A. Worden, Sunday school Secretary 
of the Presbyterian Board of Publication. 

“ Your portraiture ofan active business man ww 
@ superintendent’s work truly and me yy 
show many a man how, though immersed in car 
can do the same.” 

From John E. Scarles, Jr., late chairman of the execuw- 
tive —- of the International Sunday-school Con- 


“This book should be in the library of every Sun. 
day-school, and in the hands of every Sunday-school 
worker in the land. The single chapter on ‘ A Coun- 

hool,’ is worth many times the price 

= the. a to every superintendent and teacher 

5 t~ such a field, while every worker 

Bonga. -school’ ‘will also racti- 

the chapter on that topic. To ad- 

A. 2 bo all desiri to increase the 

eficien of Oo Sund y-school, the chapter on 

ciency” of * will be the centre of {nterest. 

he book + bs alike of its subject and author. I 

tooe no better manual on unday-school 
work.” 

From The Sunday School Journal ( Methodist Episcopal), 


A few commendations of the book 


From Our Bible Teacher, Dayton, O. ( United Brethren). 


“It is not @ speculative disquisition on what 
a Sunday-school superintendent ought to be, but 
the story Of what an earnest, devoted sapern: 
tendent actuaily was. It is written in a compact but 
warm style, and is rich to —, page wah Valaahbe 
suggestion to supe:in 


From The Senay Gihast Ding (Methodist Epis- 
copai, South). 

“The sensible and simple methods he author to by 
this wise and good man are used by the aut 
illustralp the principles and duties of the superin 
tendent’s work. The narrative is interesting, and the 
lessons drawn from it by the experienced and facile 
pen of Mr. Trumbull are exceedingly instructive.” 
From The Sunday School Helper ( Universalist.) 

“The work is one which it would do good to e 
superintendent and teacher to read and digest, ef 
} presents a character for all to emulate.” 

From The Augsburg Teacher (Lutheran). 


“We cannot but wish it in the hands of every Sun- 
day-school worker.” 


From The Buangelical Sunday School Teacher (Bvan' 
gelical Association). 

“We have read the book with intense interest, and 
would advise all who wish to become ‘ model superin- 
tendents,’ and all who wish to know what such a 
superintendent is like, to get this book and read it 
From The Watchman, Boston. 

“ He originated his own plans and methods, w 
by his Christian zeal, perseverance and wisdom, 
carri:d out to success in the face of difficu.tics and 
Cpeceiey which would have disheartened many 
workers. 


From The Presbyterian, Philadelphia. 
“We bepe the book will have a wide circulation 
ethods by 











“This is, per . the book among °1l the iesues of 
the press pertain “ to Sunday-school work for the 
ee tive years. ... Its reading ought to minke better 
hers and more consecrated Christians.” 

From The Westminster Teacher (Presbyterian). 

“We know 4 where there is a volume better | 
worth Vee | by the superintendents of our Sabbath 
schoo! A didactic statement of what a superin- 
wonaent ought to be is well, but the exhibition of the | 
true superintendent in his life is better. the 
than superintendents will be helped by thisbook. We 
commend it to all of our readers as one worth owning 
and studying.” 


From The National Sunday School Teacher. 

“Mr. Trumbull has chosen a title for his book Bas | 
is Mr. Haven’s best epitaph. He was a ‘model su 
intendent.’ Genial, wise, active, benevolent, bee Mite 
story is one which many will l read, with absorbing in- 
terest. and be the betier for it.” 

From The Baptist Teacher, Philadelphia. 
“Mr. Haven was a man of activity and power in 





duced. CO Gakenmetied | in 
liberaily . and 


Sent by mail, on receipt of its price, $1.00. Address, JOHN D. WATTLES, 725 Chestnut Street, Philade!phia, Pa. 


meee 5 relations, but he is especially seerentes in bis 
PF ney ne yp RW ane, his plog- 
oO ue to all aspiring unday-school workers, 

an ladeos to all Christian men. 
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If for gentlemen's goods, write for Price List No. 8. 

In either case you will receive the book by return mail. 
get goods from the city cheaply, quickly and safely, with privilege of return 
and meee of money if not suited ia every particular, 

he distance makes no difference. 


It tells how to 


We send goods and samples to every 
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North 


for $5, oe. 


For either English 
er German Edition. 


(Fifteen Cenis a Number.) & 
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| Volume 40, for 1881. 





| OVER ALL 


Raber eae te te VOLUIEES. \t he smal 








Contrivances and Devices, for Out-Door and I 


"2 Vol. 40 isa Capital NEW YEAR'S 











- NONPAREIL 


FARM & FEED MILLS 
The Cheapest and Best. 
Will Crush and Grind Any thing. 
Mlustrated Catalogue FREK. 


FE ies MILLER, Gis. 
4 “aE REE Fach» 


NEWMAN. Chicago. T 





Ure Ry Lb} 





No Matter Where 
You Live, 
East, West, 


fm CA N 


__ ORANGE JUDD C0., "246 ‘Broadway, New York. 


the Order of Service im The Scholars 
(or Serine igund in. The, Scholars 


ose who are seeking the m 
which | ‘, dinoharge this important office.” 


From The Independent, New York. 


“The Rev. Henry Clay Trumbull,a most enthu 
silastic ond aye Promoter of Sunday-schoo 
has put in Superintendent’ a mass 
pS Sadt BK. of »se to superintendernta 
| such as it would be very difficult to find elsewhere, 
| And ths bas been done witb great skill. ee n° a 

didactic way, but by making gaz oy Be 
| abouta biography of the Hon. Henry P. Haven, one 

of the most enterprising and noble business men that 
Connecticut ever produced.” 





From The Christian Intelligencer. New York, 


“ A living yietare of the study, the versatility. the 
| earnestness. the prayerful and persevering toll, which 
| are essential to a proper discharge ra the h ministry 

of a Sabbath-schoo) supsrintenden 


From The Advance, Chicago. 


| _“ Weheartily recommend the book to S@pday-school 
; superintendents, A capital portrait adorns the volume 
| and tells its story almost in advance.” 

| 


i From the Christian Standard, Cincinnati. 


le “ We recommend Sunday-school workers to get this 
delightful biographical sketch.” 


..YEAR.... WELL. 








In You cannot af- 

City ford to be with- 

T are out the aid, the 

» | great help, the 

» or | Village, | Plain, Practi- 
death, iar, |eal, Reliable, 


Useful Information about all 


OUT-DOOR & IN-DOOR 


Work and Comfort, that 
ean be found, more than 
anywhere else, in the 








griculturist, 


so named, because started 3 Years ago us a Rural Journal, but 
NOW enlarged to embrace the whole Range of human Care and 


Greatly Improved | Labor, IN-DOOR and OUT-DOOR, in City, Village, and Country. 
It will surely PAW WOU many times 


1 cost (less than 3 cents a week.) 


A Thousand Qciatial Engravings, during the year, illus 
trate and bring right to the eye and understanding a great variety of Labor-saving, Lubor-helping 


t-Door Work (largely home-made), including also 


mapy pleasing and instructive Pictures for Old and Young [@~ For the Engravings alone every 
one wants the American Agriculturist, no matter how many other Journals are taken and read. 


The Humbug Exposures are alone worth, to every 
one, far mere than the Cost of the entire Journa 


PRESENT for your Friends, and for Yourself. 


IRST STEPS IN CHEMISTRY. 








to 4 Experime nts, from 25 to 60 center 
. T. SHERIDAN, 200 Hooper St., brooklyn, N 


SEEDS! TRIAL OFFER : For only 25c. 


in Rene a will mail our new Boz 
of 8 peake eke choice reeotailes, os J or 10 
py gee 
B 


pockets Flower Seeda. Be ° 
Haren Annual for 1881, Ee. 
illustrated, sent free. Write for it yy 
PEE & CO., 219 and 21 Church St., Wate 
RB Price List of heat INVAL) D CHAI RA, addrena, 
with green stamp, V'l’. N. W. Oo., Springfield. V+ 











A % pp. book well illustrated containing a series of 150 
Brilliant Experiments, sent free for6 one cent stampa, 
Chemical Cabinets, with material for performing 30 
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PUBLISHER'S DEPARTMENT. 
TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 









@ following rates, which 

From 1 to 4 copies .........0ss« gueupnasenecese 4 each. 
« 5to 8 copies to one addrers ....-----.- 

« 10 to 19 copies to one address 

2 copies or more to one address 





a paper 

Side Kose steal ay on tran, 
# a % 

subscriber #0 desires, +4 due for the 








and remits the amount 
— he has recewed tt, 7 he papers for a club will 
se aeenes at enee on He eS Se eae eerey- 


tion, uniass the sa ts received, 

Subscriptions will be resstved for any portion of a 
year at oy rates. 

While pers for a club, at above rates mutt be 
sent In A - pac age to one address, the publisher or Conran 

have for reference the names of all the subscri 

wires that each club subscription be be 

h a list of the names and addresses 
ns who are to use th 






this case, sywover the papers for a club mast all 18° to 
one ice, ce, and the subscription must net be for 
less than oo year. 
Additions may be made at any time to a club, at the 
same rate at which the club, as albe would be 
authorized to subscribe anew. Such additional sub- 
» eae ons to expire at the same time with the club as 
nall ed. The new subscribers to pay pro 
rata tor the ry me of their subscriptions. 
ue papers for a club, whether  wolng in a packhge 
e address, or sent separatel © members of 
the, club, ohn be discontinued at the expiration of the 
subscription 
Subscribers asking to have the direction of a paper 
changed should be careful to name not only the post- 
office to which they wi wish it sent, but also the one to 
which it has been sent. All addresses should include 
both county and state, 
Any person writing i to renew either a teste or J, +4 







pa ae a ae ea 









’ 4 py + sy in connection with which his name 
: not before been known to the Ny ay will please 
give the name of the person om the paper or 


have heretofore been cob. 
becribers | to introduce The Times to their 














triends, can have specimen copies sent free from this 
office to any address. 

THE WEEKLY LE LESSON | LEAF. A separate lear for 
100 > fee oe - As! $ .& 
100 one year 





7. 
Leas than 100 copies at same rate. Orders not taken 
for less than one month. 


THE NE SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY. Contains the Les- 
with colored map, beautiful 

pictaree. retype © music, ete. -» Oto. 

00 copies, one year (four quarters)........ccce-<0- $25.00 













Bingle popy one year (four quarters) .. 25 
oye copies. hree months (one quarter). 6.25 
Under 10 copies, three months, each ............. 07 
THE. QUESTION LEAF, A separate leaf for cach 

Vrinted oo writing paper, aud requiring 
Semen’ answers to quest ons on the lesson. 
° cor les, « ° WINE ccscane:<evee SOc, 
100Cl* POMP ccccnesecenee GI 
Tess than 109 copies at same rate. Orders not taken 


for less thag one month. 


GREAT BRITAIN, 








easrs. Hodder and Stonghton, 27 Paternoster 
BS E, C.. will send The American Su any Bohoo! 
Times, post free,for a year, to, aay, ot + n Great 
Britain. for ten shillin prepaid. - eos mwill be 
sold ORT oe all the principa: dewedeaiers, a 
as will also The Scholars’ Quarterly, Brice fourpence 


ADVERTISING RATES. 

The — rate for ordinary advertisements is 20 
cents per agate line (14 lines to an inch), each inser- 
tion, whether for one time or more, ting for the 
months of Novem and December. During tb hese 
extra circulation, 


months there being a 1. tasothae 
with a pressure of advertising matter for its ‘colamms, 
per gl line. Advertise- 


en ee ee f ihe & 

i ning ear n e runn 
through November and Decem 2 will be Snaneaat 
the increased rate for the eight tk of those months. 
Notices oerpeas type, sended ma 

ne 
for each insertion, and for 8 
# cents per line for each insertion at an 


Letters concerning Subscriptions or Ad 
should be addressed to 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
725 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 
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The Best Skate Ever invented. 
Also AMERICAN CLUB, 


SCROLL SAW Ficetwood. Dexter, 


"KOOL 
Designs, and ia ll 
with te Beek Tools. Low Bites guaranteed 


TALLMAN & McPADDEN, 607 Market St, Philada, 
ahe byes has psoas ta 
A\ ye 
GiiN: 4 
is -— a han information. The Pope 
t'g@ Oo., 94 Summer Rt. Boston 


permanent, practical road 
owest Brees gree known 
on Breeeh-Loaders, 
Rifles, & | levelvers. 
C | N \ OUR $15 SHOT-GUN 
at greatly reduced price 
“— stamp for our New 






vehicle. and the number in dally 
use is rapidly increasing. Protes- 
sional and business men, seekers 
after health or pleasure, all join in 
peneieg witness to its merits. Send 
3c. I for catalogue with price- 
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POWNLL & SON. strated < atalogue. 
Le 235 Ma x wav’ « 
| BARLOW’ S THe rates ts BLUE. >) 


For Sale by Grocers. | 
D. 8. WILTBERGER, Prop.,. 


INDIGO BLUE i2ss wv. second Street. Phila., Pa 
Clinton H Menee y Bell Company, 


Snecessors to Meneely & Kimberly, Bell Founders, 


Trov, N. Y.. manufacture a superior quality of Bells, 
Spec'al attention given to Chureh lis. sag Cata- 
logues sent free to parties needing bells. 


: BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY 
Belle of Pure Copper and Tin for Churches 
Schools, Fire Alarms, Farms, etc. FULLY 
WARRANTED, Catalogue sent Free. 
VANDUZEN & TIFT, Cincinnati, O. 






THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIME TIMES. nae Ubliahed weekly 
att ude postage. 

































COLUMBIA 


None genuine unless stamped 
on handle: 
“ COLUMBIA,” 
FAST COLOR 
DROWN 4 OO., Makers. 





UMBRELLAS. 


ARE THE MOST DURABLE: 


Are made of fine, soft 
Gingham, will not turn 
brown or gray, or soll the 
most delicate garment in 
dripping. 





HOOK AND HASTINGS, 


Boston, Mass. 
ESTABLISHED IN 1827. 


Builders of the Grand Organ for the Cincinnati 
Music Hall; the powerful Centennial Organ; the 
«reat Organ in Plymouth Church, Brooklyn; and of 
nearly 1,000 other 


CHURCH ORGANS 


for every part of the country. 


We luvite attention to our new styles of PARLOR 
ORGAN (of pipes + aad at prices varying from $400 to 
$1,000, and upward 

MUSIC COMM ITTEES, ORGANISTS, and others, 
are invited to apply to us direct for all information 
convected with our art. DESCRIPIVIVE CIRCU- 
LARS and specifications furnished on a cee 

Second-hand Orgaus in great variety fur sale at bar 
gains to purchasers. 

Rest nnd 
Chreaport 


(Anos 


New ieee with 2 
full sets of reeds, 9 stops, with book 


Mouse in 
America 


ar@ stool, oniv $683 50. A new 7 oct. Piano with stool and 
book, only $187. Instruments all warranted for 6 years, 
and sent on lv days’ trial. Monty RETURNED if not as 
represented. New catalogues now ready. Send for one 
and save money. lL. Wagers, 14 E 14th St., New Yoru 
LADIES’ FLEXIBLE 

eats’ RUBBER MITTENS 
GENTS’ . 


As elegant in appearance as black kid es ge 
they closely resemble. Just the thing for lad to 
wear to hang out clothes in winter. Just the — 


for _ ‘ymen, doctors, carriage drivers, and every- 


jeece-lined, warm as toast and ey 3 thing 
of the kind in the world. Sample art 
cents; 3 pair for $1.00, Circu'ars free. Larg: y disgount 
toagents. AMERICAN MA NUFACTURING oO 
wa 7 4 —*. Massach uset! 


ney Vartan 


Watton’ Bien, ete., by mail. 
2 skeins Worsted, l0c.; 25 
we Embroidery ‘Silk, 33¢.; 
skeins Crewel, 15c.; 106 
Embroidery Des nB, B8C. 
New Tidy Petterns, 25c.; 3 Scra 
Send $1.00 for oar SAMPLE 


8 Co 2'skeins 
Worsted. 6 Worsted Needies, 6 skeins idery 
Silk, 2 New Embroidery Designs. 6 New ivy Pat- 
terns, yard Java Canvas. yard Hone: 
vas, 1 New Motto. 1 Scratch-mv-back. 1 
1 Cornucopia. 1 Watch Case, 1 Crochet Needles anees 
White and 1 sheet Silver Perforated B Sta aps 
taken. T. E. PARKER, yy Mass. 


“HEALTH FLOUR.” 


The life of two kinds of wheat. Freefrom starch or 
bran. A rare family + for all uses. Unrivaled in 
food vaiue to all w a@ brain nerve, bone, or 
muscle-building oun: ona in every famiiy with chil- 
dren. Also . 


“GLUTEN DIABETIC FLOUR.” 


A tonic and waste-repairing food, Sree to suf- 
ferers from dys ~ diabetes, Bright’s , or 








nervous —— 2 roves fae 8 he 
ARWELL & HI Proprietors, 
Watectown, ew York, 
AUSTIN, N NICHOLS & CO.. New Yo 
pa, —_ & YERXA wy By Fall River, 
OMITCHEL FLETOR ER, & OO.. Eniatelyhia. Pa. 
_JOB PARK [RS SONS. Utica, New Yo 
GOLD MEDAL, PARIS, 1878. 
BAKER’S 
Breakfast Cocoa. 
Warranted absolutely pure 
Cocoa, from which the excess 


of oil has been removed. Itis a 
delicious drink, nourishing and 
strengthening; easily digested ,; 
admirably adapted for invalids 
us well as persons in health, 
Sold by Grocers everywhere. 
W. BAKER &CO., 
Dorchester, Maas. G 


HY ZOHNS 


LIQUID PAINTS, ROOFING, 

Stearn Pine & Boiler Coverings, Steam Packi ng, 

Mill Board, _ Sheathing, Fi Fire § root Coatings, &c. 
END 2 List. 

_H.w. JOUNS wes an. erin tawe wy 


the Order of Service, found in The Scholars 
Quarterly. Insued in leaflet form at 76 cents per 
hundred No‘extra charge for postage. 

















MRS. POTTS' 


ADVANTAGE S. 
COLD DETACHABLE WALNUT HANDLE, 
LASS WANT OAC OANNSING TEMENT, 
HEAT QUICKER THAN OTHER IRONS. 
RETA PERT LONGER REQUIRE AD ADLER 
00 NOTBURN THE HAND,DOUBLE POINTED 


BEST IN USE. ANDARE CHEAP 
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AGENTS ‘WANTED FOR THE 


SUMMIT 


Stove-Pipe Shelf and Utensil Stand, the 
most convenient article ever offered to house- 
keepers. Agents meet with greater success 
thanever. One age nt made $192 in 15 days, 
another @3S in 2 daya, another $27 in I day. 
Freight vree to Agents. Se snd for circulars to nearest 
dddress. SUMMIT MANU FACTU RING CO. 
_ Philadelphia. Pe t Om tee 


THE PENNSYLVANIA 


Fire Tnsurance Co., 
OF PHILADELPHIA. 
TOR PORA TED 182. 
0,06 ASSETS, $2,011,112.11. 
Te I DEVEREUX. President, 
wee G. CROWELL, Secretary. 
TOWN tT TH TOMRON Aas't Secretary 


SORRENTO WOODS. | 


4 full line of fine Woods for Bracket Workers. Saw 
Blades cents« per dozen. free by mail. Send for price 
list. GEORGE M. WAY «& CO., Hartford. Conn. 


wend for a sample of The Weekly Lesson Leat 








CAPERARs, 


fame and power of Christ. His was a name 










WORTH REPEATING. 


THE HOPE OF AGES. 


(The Rev. Dr. Ray Palmer,in Voices of Hope and 
Gladness. | 
















Jesus, thou hope of ages past, 
Hope of the lost to-day 

Oh, come, in all thy mi ght, at last,— 
Come, end the long delay! 









When thou didst mount from Olivet 
Thou saidst, “‘ All power is mine ;”’ 
And thou dost wield the sceptre yet,— 

A sceptre all divine. 







But still, behold the nations groan, 
And still thy foes are strong ; 

Ah! when shall earth its Saviour own, 
When cease the reign of wrong ? 


Thy Church lifts up to thee her cry, 
Hear thou her fervent prayer ; 

Give her thy banner lifted high, 
Through ali the world to bear. 


Then triumph unto triumph add, 
Till the great conflict end ; 

Till o’er the earth, redeemed and glad, 
Thy reign of love extend. 


THE TRANSFIGURED CROSS. 


LA. M. Fairbairn, D. D., in The Expositor. ] 


The cross of Christ has in a most won- 
drous way, like the glittering eye of God, 
held man spellbound, and made him listen 
to its strange story “like a three years’ old 
child” who “cannot choose but hear.” 
Were not the fact so familiar, men would 
call it miraculous. Had its action and his- 
tory been capable of a priori statement, it 
would have seemed, even to the most credu- 
lous age, the maddest of mad and unsub- 
stantial dreams. For it is not only that in 
the immense history of human experience 
it stands alone, a fact without a fellow, the 
most potent factor of human good, yet 
7 what seems the least inherent fitness 

for it, but it even appears to contradict the 
most certain and common principles man 
has deduced from his experience. We do 
not wonder at the cross having been a 
atumbling- block to the Jew, and foolishness 
to the Greek. We should have wondered 
much more had it been anything else. In 
the cross by itself there was nothing to 
dignify and everything to deprave. Men 
wouid at firet interpret it rather by its old 
associations than its new meaning. It had 
by its positive achievements to prove its 
peculiar significance and merit before it 
could mske out an indefeasible claim on 
man’s rational regard. But the extraordi- 
nary thing was how, with its ancient oblo- 
quy and intrinsic unsuitableness to its des- 
tined end, it could ever accomplish any 
positive good. There would indeed have 
been little to marvel at in the posthumous 


and personality that could hardly but be 
made Ppeantifal by death. One who had 
been so loved and’ lovely could not fail to 
be idealized when he lived only to the 
memory too fond to forget and the imagi- 
nation too deeply touched to be prosaic. 
The dead are always holier and more per- 
fect to us than the living. To lose is only 
to love more deeply, to become forgetful of 
faults that pained, mindful only of virtues 
that ennobled and graces that adorned. 
Could we love and think of our living as 
we love and think of our dead, the loftiest 
dreams and most hopeful prophecies as to 
human happiness would be more than ful- 
filled. But Christ’s death was, in all that 
Strikes the senses, not one the memory 
could love to recall or the imagination so 
dwell on as to idealize and glorify. It was 
the worst the men that hated him could 
think of—even they were satisfied with its 
horror and shame, It made him, in the 
eye of their law and people, accursed. We 
can hardly imagine what the cross then 
was—so different has it now become. It 
stood almost below hatred, was the instru- 
ment of death to the guiltiest and most 
servile. Rome in her nobler and simpler 
days had not known it, had only, when 
depraved by conquest and brutalized by 
magnificence. borrowed it from the baser 
and crueller East. But she used it with 
proud discrimination, too much respecting 
herself in her meanest citizen to crucify 
him,—crucifying, as a rule, only the con- 
quered, the alien, and the slave. To be 
doomed to the cross was to be doomed not 
simply to death but to dishonor, to be 
made a name hateful, infamous, whose 
chief good was oblivion. But the very 
horror that surrounded the death now 
commended it to the “ chief priests and 
elders.” The voice that first cried “ Cru- 
cify him” seemed to have formulated a 
new and final argument against all high 
divine claims—disproof by odium, refuta- 
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tion of the claim to the Mensiabahtp bythe 
abhorred symbol of shame and crime. 

Bat Providence by an irony infinitely 
subtler and more terrible than the prigne 
was to prove their genius but idiocy. Their 
elaborate attempt at refatation by odium 
became only the most splendid opportunity | 
‘possible for the exercise of Christ's trans- | 
forming might. The cross did not ocliges | 
his name; his name transfigured the cross, 
making it luminous, radiant, a light a 
the ages, the sign of the gentleness of God 
What is so extraordinary as the cag | 
ness and completeness of the chan 
Suddenly, by the very fact of Chests | 
dyiog on it, it ceased to be to the imagina- | 
tion the old, loathed instrument of death, 

and became the symbol of lif... In 
the very .age when the cross was most | 
hated, when its bad associations were’ 
intensegt and most vivid, Christ crucified 
was preached as the power and wisdom of | 
God. And as extraordinary as the preach- 
ing was its success: ‘The word of God 
grew mighty and prevailed.” If we think 
what the cross had been to the centuries 
before Christ, then what it has been to the 
centuries since Christ, we may find it in 
some degree a measure of the exaltation 

of him who could so exaltit. His enemies 
meant it to make an utter end of him and 
his cause, but he made it the emblem of 
the eternal reconciliation worked —— 
him of God and man. Their worst agains 
him became their very best for him. The 
setting of crime and passion which they 
gave to his death only makes it look the 
more divine, surrounds it with a glory 
more wonderful than any the radiance ot 
heaven has ever woven out of the dark- 
ness of earth. The shadow of the cross 
is like the shadow of the sun, the light 
and life of the world. 


-NCYCLOPADIA o# 
TIQUETTE® BUSINESS 


his is the cheapest and only compere and reliable 

wool on Etiqu-tie aod Basiness and | Forms. It 
tel's how to perform ell the various duties of life, and 
how to arnear to best advantage on all occasions. 
Agents Wanted.—Send for circulars —— - 
full description of tne work and extra terms to age 

Address National Publishing Co., Philadelphia, Ps 
AGENTS . Lig 
Sous we NICK PUTZEL 
A Story of mM. Saar and spirit. A full and 
fearless exposure of the sublie arts of itical wire 
pul/ing—showing bow rum and r ity rule and 
ruin in American politics, Praised by the people. 
Jluusirated vy * Bos.” the inimit ble character artist 
Price only $1.50. Selis fast. Terms very liberal 
HUBBARD BROS., Pubs. 723 Chestnut | St., Philad’a 


ANTED.—Five sharp, | shrew men, , from 25 to 36 
years of age, with a good education, to learn m) 
system of selliog books by subscription, and then t» 
act as managers in different states of the Union. | 
can pay, after short trial, men who have ao Ay a 
$1,000 to $1,200 the first year and trom $1,50u 
the second year. Give age, experience in fete a 
W. J. HOLLAND, Springtield, Mass. 
ACENT 
A Story anc 


se rnold aT Hi E i. 
Tells How 7 


MONEY SELLING 
Care for Sick, M 


k Sy os 
Entertain Cae P| LET Bea 
Happy. and 
things which 


seud this. 


uatiful 

lots of o 

every house- 

eeper wants to Ae P L. ETE. interesting 

and useful Home Book ever publishe 
by Gieray. Echolers, the Press, and thousands of Prac- 

ouseKe ers, ine aper, Clear 

type. Beautiful in-AO Ei. Lew Brice, Sells 
everywhere, Full description and terms free. Address 


J.C. McOURDY & & Cco., , Philadelphia, P: Pa. 


PAPERS 


aud 
ther 


SUNDAY 
SCHOOL 


BAPTIST FEACHER, 
OUR YOUNG PEOPLE, 
YOUNG REAPER, 

OUR LITTLE ONES, 


ADVANCED BIBLE LESS 
TERLY, 


BIBLE LESSON MONTHLY, 
INTERMEDIATE QUARTERLY. 
CHILDREN’S PICTURE LESSON, 
PICTURE LESSON CARDS. 


ON QUAR- 





Cheap, Attractive, Beautiful, and Interesting. 
Samples FREE. Address 
B. GRIFFITH, 1420 CHESTNUT 
____ Philadelphia, Pa. 


STREET, 





IMPORTANT NOTICE TO SUNDAY-SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENTS. 


COLORED DESIGNS 


Prepared expressly for 


The International tm ea Tesscua. 





NO TIME, 


Labor or Expense 


REQUIRED TO 


PREPARE THEM 


FOR USE, 


Needed. 
COLORS BRIGHT 


AND 


ATTRACTIVE. 


These Designs are printed upon large sheets of paper, 32x46 inches, in colors, ready for use. 
OBJECT TEACHING is acknowledged to be the very best means of making lasting im- 
pressions upon the minds and hearts of the young, and the Superintendent has each Sabbath 
the eye, the ear, and the last word, with which to impress the truths of the lesson home to the heart. 


Address, 


PROVIDENCE LITHOGRAPH CO., Publishers, Providence, R. I. 





SEND AT ONCE FOR FULL DESCRIPTIVE CIRCULAR, 





On the International Sunday School Lessons, 1881. 
SELECT NOTE 


ame contains HINTS TO TEACHERS, by Rev. A. F. ScHaur. 

OTES on the lesson, CHA ART of the life of C christ, SUGGES- 

TONS as to the teaching of each lesson given with each lesson, NOTES on 

the extra lesson for the 13th Sunda of the ares. PRACTICAL truths, LIBRARY REFERENCES 
THE SETTING OF THR LESSO 





bs" place, circumstances, — MAPS an 
CHARTS. 8vo. Sloth, Price S interleaved Edition, $2.0 
UESTION There are _— ae Part I, Older Scholars. — II, Chil- 
dren and Youth. Part Ill, Little Learners, w hich has a 
short story for eachlesson, told in simple language, together w ith the full bible 


text of as — The questions and answers are adapted to the youngest minds. 
8mo. Price, 15 cents. Teachers’ Interleaved Edition, 40 cents. 


THE SU NDAY- SCHOOL QUARTERLY. Has all the latest improvements, and is among 


the very = aids for the study of the Inter- 

‘national Lessons for teachers and scholars. 

Tt contains Prpstreseus, Maps, Class Record, Ill. Bible Dictionary, Charts, Music, 
etc. TERMS.—6 cents per quarter; 20 cents per year: or, $20.00 for @ hun- 
gee copies per year. Sent by mail to subscribers without cost of Send for specimen copy 
Samples of either the above books sent by mail on receipt of price by the publi 


_W. A. WILDE & 00. 25 BROMFIELD ST., BOSTON. 
SUNDAY 


SEE ‘scxoo: PAPERS 


Published by the Christian at Work Pub. Co. 
Good Words, Good Cheer, 
My Paper, Oldand Young. 


REDUCTION IN PRICES. 
E. W. HAWLEY, Sec’y, 
P. O. Boz 3918, New York. 


THE NATIONAL SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER 
WILL BE SENT ON APPLICATION. 


the past year no Sunday School Magazine has become so popular as THe TEACHER, oor ha 
been so highly commended by the. press and by prominent Sunday Schoo! Workers. 


_ADAMS. BLACKMER. & LYON PTB. CO.. CHICAGO, TLT. 
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Samples Free: 














During 








New York Shopping 


OF EVERY DESCRIPTION executed with prompti- 
tude and taste. References in all parts of the couatrv 
Circu ars, giving full information, sent free, by ad 
dresing Mrs. HES. M. DEC 


KER, 
P. 0, Box $243. New Vork City. 


ba expense. Great 
Row, Boston, Mar- 





epee ieee 


In ordering goods, or in making inguiry 
concerning anything advertised in this paper, 
you will oblige the publisher as well as the 
advertiser, bu stating that vou saw the adver- 
tisement i in The Sunday School Timea, 








ORGUINETTE, 
MUS 


Plays Everything. Sacre. “tic and Dence Musi No Musical Knowledge Required 
on eee ayer Musical Ca Cabinets, Pipe Oegane, Reed Organs and Pianos, $8 to e30 £30 "Large Instrument 


Cc , 
MECHANICAL ORGUINETT ES COMPAN remy 








” WONDER 


BM AT 
CREROO 





uM 
BROADWAY, BET. 12th AND 13th STS. 


NO. 831 
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THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL 
SONG BOOK 


FOR 1881. 


HYMN SERVICE No. 2. 
By LOWRY, DOANE, and VINCENT. 
Only $10 per 100 copies; 15 cts. by mail. 


This work embraces 130 Hymns aod Songs 
adapted to the 


INTERNATIONAL LESSONS FOR 1881. 


All the Compositions are “are from anthors of estab 
lished reputation. Familiar Hyms, with appropriate 
Tunes indicated, selected from the old s'ancards, used 
in the best Cnurch Hymonals, are in orporated in this 
work. Songs suita le torany given Lesson are showu 
inan index prepared for that special purpose 

All the wants of the Song service in the Sunday 
school are met in this compltiation 


Cheanness and exce!lence characterize 
colection, Send 15 cents fur a cop;. 


BICLOW AND MAIN, 
73 Randolph Street, | 76 East Ninth Street, 


CHICAGO. NEW YORK. 


this unique 








Ba May be ordered through any bookseller 


MUSICAL CHRISTMAS 


Gir TS! 


Most acceptable gifts to players or singers will be 
the following eleganily bound books. 


S@” Any one mailed, post-free, for the price here 
mentioned. 
ROBERT FRANZ’S SONG ALBUM. 
GEMS OF ENGLISH SONG. 
HOME CIRCLE. Three volumes. 
WORLD OF SONG. 
PIANO AT HOME. #¢hand collection. 
SHOWER OF PEARLS. Vocal Duets. 
CREME DE LA CREME. 2 Vos. 
OPERATIC PEARLS. 
GEMS OF STRAUSS. 
GEMS OF THE DANCE. 
CLUSTER OF GEMS. 
SUNSHINE OF SONG. 


Each of the above in Cloth, $2.50 ; Fine Gilt, $3.00. 


STUDENT'S LIFE IN SONG. $1.50. 
CURIOSITIES OF MUSIC. $1.50. 

BEETHOVEN. A Romance by Rav. §1.50. 
RHYMES AND TUNES. Christmas Offering. $1.50. 
SULLIVAN’S VOCAL ALBUM. $1.50. 

FAIRY FINGERS. For Piano. $1.50. 


Oliver Ditson & Co., Boston. 


J. E. DITSON & ©O., 
Phiiadelphia. 


a US; 


Cc. H. DITSON & CO., 
New York. 














ey FOR THE 4y 


a Primary & Intermediate © 
Departments of 


a sy SUNDAY-SCHOOLS, 


q Latest and Best Singing Book. a 

2 ~ 
%; $ 
cee 
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Single Copy, 25 Cents, 
$2.40 per dozen, 
Address, 





UNDAY 
CHOOL 
TUDENTS of the Bible 
HOULD 

UBSCRIBE for 


Monthly Notes for Bible Study, 


IN UNION WITH THE 


Bible Reading & Prayer Alliance. 


ONLY 35 CENTS PER YEAR. 


For Sauple, send 3 cent stamp to 
Ss. R. Laemee GS, Willard Tract Depository, Toronto, 


fa 
"DRY ER “Bible Reading and Prayer A\l- 
ance,”’150 Madison Street, ( hicago. 


MABIE. TODD & BARI) 


Teachers and 


Ca 
Miss F. 
Na 





PENCILS, HOLDERS, CASES, e 
1s0 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 

send for Price List. ; 

ar Goods are for sale by First-class Dealers in 


CY SSS CIGRTICONS 


‘GIC OLAN and Carefully Selected 


MAGIC LANTERN SLIDES, 
L. J. GIol 1340 Chestnut 8t., Philadelphia. 
For convenience and efficiency. for private or fer 

public use, tAcy sand 


UNRIVALLED 


Clreularsfree. Catalogues, 19 cents, 
Belopticon Manual, 6th 1 1,75 eeu, 












Splendid Outfite at Botton 


Prices, 
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AN EXTRA EDITION! AN EXTRA EDITION ! | 


THE LESSON CALENDAR. 


An Extra Edition of Ten Thousand “LESSON CALENDARS” at Low Prices. 


The first large edition of The Lesson Calendar being entirely exhausted, an extra edition of 10,000 copies is being issued, at prices sufficiently low, when large 
quantities are ordered, to permit its being given out in many schools, at the beginning of the New Year, to all of the scholars. It will be furnished in quantities at the 
following prices: Fifty copies or over, 20 cents each ; one hundred copies or over, 18 cents each ; two hundred copies or over, 15 cents each. For less than fifty copies, 
25 cents each. Specimen copy free to any one intending to order a quantity. Orders can be filled immediately. 


Special Notice.—As persons at a distance have hardly time to order a sample of The Lesson Calendar before ordering a supply, the publisher, having confidence that 
it will give entire satisfaction, makes the following offer : 


Any teacher ordering a number of copies of The Lesson Calendar without having first seen a specimen copy, can, if not satisfied with them, return them to the publisher, 
who will at once refund the money paid for them. 


What is The Lesson Calendar ?—It is a tablet of 52 leaves (one leaf for each week of the year) placed upon a handsomely engraved cardboard background. On 
each leaf stands out prominently the month, days of the week, and days of the month. There are also given the Home Readin ng for each day, the Memory Verses of the 
F; lesson, a few leading questions on the lesson, the Golden Text, and the Topic and Outline. The Lesson Calendar is something entirely new, and will do much to secure lesson 
if? study at home. Hanging upon the wall of a scholar’s room, it will be a daily reminder and help. Specimen leaves of The Lesson Calendar are given below. 


JANUARY. JULY. 
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MONDAY. TUESDAY. WEDNESDAY. MONDAY. _ TUESDAY. WEDNESDAY. 
-_-- -——- ca = — — _~ —- ——— —— —— - = — —— 
Re 7T L uke 1 : 67-79. Read Ezek. 36 : 22-31, Read ten, 60 : 1-12 Read Exod. 4: 27-31; 5: 1-4, “Read Gen, 28 : 10-16, Read an 11: 5-11. 
: Good News Repeated. Salvation for Israel, Salvation for AU Men, Deliverance Demanded. Encouraged by a Dream. Encouraged by a Vision. 


10 | 11 | 12 ig 19 | 20 


On what occasion was 


What is the greatest bless 


“And =. — shalt be 
called the rophet of the 


What was the relationship 


Why was Aaron to assist 


“And Moses and Aaron 

















Zacharias’ prophecy spoken ? ing mentioned in this proph- Highest: for’: thou. shalt go between Moses and Aaron ? Moses, and how ? went and gathered togethe r 
ecy? before the face of the Lord to all she (Vie of the children 
prepare his ways ;’ aie 
THURSDAY. FRIDAY. SATURDAY. THURSDAY. FRIDAY. SATURDAY. 
—— a oe —+—--- $$ —_—_ — ———— <i 
Read Mal, 4: 1-6. Read Isa, 11 : 1-10. Read Isa. 9 : 1-7. Read Luke 3: 7 18. Read Matt. 5 : 13-20. ‘Read. Acts 4: 8-18. 
The Promised Messenger. The Promised Saviour. The Light in the Darkneas. The Command by John. The Command by Jesus, The Message Opposed. 


13 


“To give knowledge of 


14 


“ Through the tender mer- 
ey of our God; whereby the 


Al 


‘And Aaron spake all the 
ous which the Lorp had 


15 


“To give light to them that 
sit in darkness and in the 


AD 


“ And the people believed: 


23 


“ And that he had looked 

















ealvati to hi le b k OM Aer y nfirbeng ney heard that ee fem nee mt 
alvation unto his people ) . f : 8 en un oses, an the Lorp had visited the | they bowe« their heads anc 
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